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04 BRIGHT FUTURE 
  The offshore energy sector is in a state of flux, and the Dutch supply  

chain is on the cusp of an extremely exciting future. IRO chairman  
Pieter van Oord confirmed optimistically that ‘the future is bright’.  
In November IRO celebrates its 50th anniversary. The perfect time to 
evaluate, to discuss the opportunities offered by the energy transition.

10 EXCITING NOGEPA PERIOD 
  In this interview with Han Heilig, Jo Peters, former Secretary-General at 

NOGEPA, looks back on an exciting period, following his departure from 
NOGEPA on 1 June this year. They were intensive, marvellous years,  
and a true learning experience. Peters is hugely proud of the way in  
which the members of NOGEPA have anticipated the energy transition

22 YOUNG IRO 
  Mutual understanding for the added value of young and old is an essential 

precondition for better cooperation. There is no doubting the truth of this 
statement. Nonetheless, in today’s society, it still remains far from  
self-evident for different generations to actually spontaneously interact.  
IRO and Young IRO are an excellent example of the added value of cooperation. 

32 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
  Half-century IRO in a nutshell. From 1971 to 2021 we have summarized  

the history of IRO for you in a photo/text report. All annual highlights  
at a glance.
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One thing is abundantly clear. The past decade has been particularly unsettled, 
with peaks and troughs. In a sector that was first headlined by the fossil 
industry, as part of the energy transition, the development of wind energy 
has taken on a leading role. The result has been considerable turbulence. 
Not only in society but specifically also in the political corridors of The Hague, 
where in the Binnenhof a political reality is steadfastly maintained that 
deviates clearly from the real world represented by IRO. 

According to the Climate Agreement, by 2030, we must be producing at least 
35 terra watt hours (TWh) of renewable electricity (based on wind and sun), 
onshore. In the longer term, offshore wind energy is set to grow to 49 TWh. 
70 percent of all electricity must be generated from renewable sources, by 
2030. This growth target will undoubtedly contribute to bringing about the 
renewable energy goals outlined in the Paris Climate Agreement. In terms of 
offshore power, at least, the Netherlands is well on track. Above all, the energy 
agreement and climate agreement represent important steps forward. Against 
that background, Pieter van Oord is firmly convinced that the national supply 
chain in the Netherlands can certainly handle growth of 20% in this decade, 
but in his judgement, the 30 to 40% growth target ambitiously presented by 
the politicians is unachievable. With its current capacity, ships and people, 
the supply chain cannot handle that level of growth. 

‘Energy transition 
is a process 
that will take 
thirty years’ 

IRO CHAIRMAN PIETER VAN OORD: 

Pieter van Oord, IRO chairman

Energy is something we still need, but the way we produce it is 

changing fundamentally. The offshore energy sector is in a state 

of flux, and the Dutch supply chain is on the cusp of an extremely 

exciting future. IRO chairman Pieter van Oord confirmed 

optimistically that ‘the future is bright’. Han Heilig spoke to 

the driven CEO of Van Oord NV in a duo interview with Sander 

Vergroesen, who for the past ten years has occupied the position 

of IRO director with huge dedication and effectiveness. 

The background to this interview was the celebration in November 

of the 50th anniversary of IRO’s establishment. The perfect time 

to evaluate, to discuss the opportunities offered by the energy 

transition and above all to look forward to the future. 
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“We simply have to accept that the energy transition is a process 
that will take thirty years. It is not something we can bring about 
at the drop of a hat. I therefore consider it the task of IRO to 
at least explain the inherent complexity of the global energy system. 
To successfully bring about change in that system, we need at least 
a complete generation, You could call it a political message, but for 
IRO, it is nothing short of practical reality. There is no way around it.”
 
“It is our task, in combination with other parties, to explain what 
gargantuan sums of money will have to be invested in a new energy 
system. An investment on that scale can simply not be achieved in 
ten years. IRO is anything but negative in its attitude to the process, 
and believes firmly that by 2050 there will be a totally different 
energy system based for the most part on renewables and hydrogen. 
But achieving that objective means taking account of a period of 
at least thirty years.”  

What does 50 years of IRO mean to you?
Sander Vergroesen: “For me it is a sort of flashback experience. 
IRO started 50 years ago with pioneering work on the North Sea. 
What we managed to achieve then is truly fabulous. What we 
are experiencing now is a new shift from fossil-based energy to 
wind-based energy, on the same North Sea. The area we are talking 
about is manageable in scale, close to home, and our members make 
up the complete supply chain. The relatively shallow North Sea is 
a perfect laboratory environment for developing new ideas and 
investing in effective and efficient solutions that can then be rolled 
out internationally, to conquer the entire world. Effectively, we are 
repeating the moves of the past. At the time, the majority of turnover 
from the oil & gas sector was generated outside Europe. Today, the 
North Sea is once again the ideal testing ground. It is IRO’s job to 
promote the knowledge and expertise our members are currently 
gathering in the field of wind energy to the rest of the world. 

While of course still sharing their O&G knowledge. It is not without 
reason that we changed our name last year to IRO, the Association 
of Dutch Suppliers in the Offshore Energy Industry.” 

Has IRO deliberately sought a position within the 
energy transition?
Sander Vergroesen: “In reality, no. It has developed organically. 
A large proportion of our members recognised at an early stage 
the need to make the switch from O&G to renewables. We at IRO 
anticipated the change almost automatically. And it is a development 
we have grown into, more or less naturally. For businesses in the 
offshore energy sector, sustainability is hugely important. Everyone 
is striving for corporate social responsibility so that the world remains 
a place in which future generations can also live successfully. 
As far as possible, emissions must be reduced and the energy we need 
must be produced as sustainably as possible, mainly using wind and 
solar power, in a world in which society is calling increasingly for wind 
turbines to be installed offshore. Our members have already acquired 
a leading international role in precisely that field.”

Exactly how realistic is the energy transition?
Pieter van Oord: “The energy transition will mean higher energy bills 
for everyone. The switch will cost hundreds of billions, but at the same 
time offers opportunities. I expect the energy transition to create tens 
of thousands of new jobs in the Netherlands, thereby pumping money 
back into our economy. But we must make haste here in the 
Netherlands, because if we are not careful, we will end up playing 
second fiddle to Denmark and Germany. To a certain extent we have 
already missed the boat. We could have developed our own Dutch 
energy island on the North Sea. It is now the Danes who will be 
taking the honours, even though it was originally a Dutch idea.” 

How badly has IRO been hit by the COVID-19 pandemic?
Sander Vergroesen: “We were hit hard, amidships. All of a sudden 
we were not able to maintain physical networks. And our export 
promotion activities came to a grinding halt. No more taking part in 
trade missions or attending international trade fairs. Everything was 
put on hold, and that called for a quick turnaround to participating 
in webinars, and maintaining virtual contacts. In truth we were 
reasonably successful, and our membership remained fairly stable, 
but what you miss when physical meetings are impossible is the 
bycatch. I am therefore more than delighted that we have now been 
able to organise the first Member Meets Member meeting. And that 
we are again able to physically attend trade fairs.” 

Pieter van Oord: “I certainly share Sander’s opinion. The IRO has 
two main goals; our role is first and foremost to provide a network. 
Our members need to be able to meet together. They must form 
a cluster that enables them to keep passing the ball, between them. 
And to support one another. A case of strength by association. 
The second goal is encouraging exports. When it comes to networking, 
the energy transition has changed nothing. However, as a result of 
COVID-19, export promotion has become a completely different story. 
The future of export is suddenly more uncertain. Traditionally the IRO 
has attended a number of specific O&G trade fairs, including OTC, 
ONS and Adipec. The million dollar question now is to what extent 
these trade fairs will adapt to the current circumstances. Will they 
also be making the transition from fossil to renewables? In order to 
maintain their raison d’être over the next 20 years, they too will have 
to make changes. And then of course we are seeing the emergence 
of specific wind trade fairs around the world. It is up to us to examine 
what prominent role the IRO can play in that development. As well 
as Europe, there are key markets in Asia, the United States and Brazil. 
Our goal is to serve as a broker on those markets too, between our 
members and the new trade fair organisations. It will certainly be 
a challenging task for IRO, in particular if we consider that at least 
for the next twenty years, O&G will continue to be relevant in the 
intended energy mix.”

Can we survive without gas? Does IRO have ideas on the issue?
Pieter van Oord: “All around the world, volumes of text are being 
produced on this subject, by people who understand the issues far 
better than IRO. Many of our larger members have direct access to 
those reports. The same does not always apply to our SME members. 
For that reason, it is important for IRO to share and communicate the 

'IRO members have 

already acquired a leading 

international role the 

energy transition’

Sander Vergroesen, IRO director

‘The Netherlands must make haste 
with the energy transition, otherwise we 

will end up playing second fiddle to 
Denmark and Germany’

Pieter van Oord, IRO chairman
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What is the potential role of IRO in establishing a hydrogen 
economy?
Pieter van Oord: “First of all we must recognise that hydrogen will 
only become economically attractive in future decades. Until that 
time, the development of the whole range of hydrogen initiatives will 
require large-scale government support. In the Netherlands, we have 
an extremely extensive chemical cluster. IRO has absolute confidence 
that the players in that cluster will themselves eventually make the 
huge investments needed to produce green hydrogen. For the time 
being, however, massive government funding will still be needed. 
Seriously, it will take at least ten more years before hydrogen can 
be put to any economic use in the Netherlands. Hence our appeals to 
The Hague. Huge sums are already being provided to accelerate the 
development of hydrogen, in Germany. The industry can only be made 
truly economically attractive if it receives government support. 
The transition to offshore wind, after all, succeeded thanks to 
government aid.” 

‘It is utterly utopian by politicians to 
suggest that the energy transition 
should be achieved more quickly’  
 
Pieter van Oord, IRO chairman

Sander Vergroesen: “And then, of course there is the PosHYdon 
project in which our board member Rene Peters is closely involved. 
The aim of the PosHYdon pilot is to gain experience of integrating 

working energy systems at sea and the production of hydrogen 
in an offshore environment. In addition, this project will be testing 
the efficiency of an electrolyser with a variable power supply from 
offshore wind while at the same time gaining knowledge and 
insights into the costs for the offshore installation, and the 
maintenance costs.”

How would you describe cooperation between the 50 year-old 
IRO and Young IRO?
Pieter van Oord: “We are huge fans of Young IRO. The initiative ties 
in seamlessly with the IRO’s goal of encouraging networking. 
Young IRO has become a network organisation for people already 
working in this industry and newcomers to the industry. They have 
developed a medium according to which they can arrange physical 
meetings. A really positive development. Our sector has a long-term 
purpose in society, and that can only be achieved if a new generation 
of people stands up that is willing to dedicate itself to the sector. 
Over the past few years, many offshore businesses have found it 
extremely difficult to attract new employees. We are now seeing young 
university graduates who are keen to work in the renewables world, 
but at least for the next twenty years, we will also continue to need 
people who are willing and who have the desire to work in the oil & gas 
world. IRO members are businesses that are capable of making a huge 
contribution to the energy transition. From numerous different perspectives. 
Our job is to communicate that reality, to society. For the next twenty 
years at least, we will need gas as a fuel to power the transition. 
But the real growth in the offshore sector will be in renewables!.”

What will be the last line in your speech during the 50th 
anniversary celebrations on Friday 26 November? 

“The future is bright!”

core messages from all those reports, in a form of presentation. In my 
speeches to members, as chairman, I always try to offer an outline of 
the future, with regard to renewables and O&G.” 

Is there some form of common denominator in all 
these reports?
Pieter van Oord: “According to all of the models, the burning of coal 
is clear taboo. As for the quantities of oil and gas consumed worldwide, 
over the next decade they are definitely likely to continue rising. 
We have certainly not yet reached either peak oil or peak gas. 
At the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, a number of writers 
suggested that we had already reached peak oil, but that is a scenario 
that can be quickly and quietly disposed of. For the time being, 
we are heading for daily consumption in excess of 100 million barrels. 
For the 195 countries that have signed the Paris Climate Agreement, 
that fact represents a tremendous dilemma; by signing up, they
have all declared their willingness to do their best to ensure that 
the Earth does not become more than 1.5 degrees warmer.” 

So what advice does the IRO offer an SME company that 
asks how it should organise its business, in the future?
Pieter van Oord: “It’s very simple. Our advice is: focus both on the 
O&G and the wind sector. Stick with your oil, gas and your wind 
portfolio, to help bring about the further growth of renewables. 
For at least the next twenty years, we will be investing in the offshore 
O&G sector. Major oil and gas projects are still being developed all 
over the world. Gas in particular will remain a vital transition fuel. 
We will of course not be dealing with the sort of volume we saw in 
2015. I expect to see about a halving of overall  volume, with the 
capex level of the oil companies settling at around 50% of what they 
invested in 2015. Their investments in renewables, of course, have 
to be added to that amount. And that is a new market that offers huge 
opportunities for us all.”    

Has the energy transition led to a change in your relationship 
with NOGEPA?
Sander Vergroesen: “It must be said in all honesty that ten years 
ago, the Dutch Continental Shelf was very important for IRO members. 

The activities developed in the area by the oil companies generated 
a huge volume of work for our members. With equal honesty, in 2021, 
we must conclude that there is little if any further activity on the 
Dutch Continental Shelf. Nonetheless, this development has in no 
way influenced our relationship. We continue to need each other.” 

“Together with EBN, within Nexstep, NOGEPA is  focusing heavily 
on the decommissioning and reuse of platforms and infrastructure 
on the North Sea. And our members are ideally positioned to assist 
in both those tasks. As IRO director, I am a sitting member of the 
supervisory board of Nexstep. Although I only attend in an observer’s 
role, wherever possible, I do make constructive contributions. In that 
same capacity, I was closely involved in developing the Masterplan 
Decommissioning & Reuse, that was presented in November 2016.” 

And what about your relationship with NWEA?
Pieter van Oord: “I view the relationship with NWEA as being very 
similar to the relationship we have always maintained with NOGEPA. 
NWEA is just another advocate organisation, that represents wind, 
in all its perspectives. The IRO has a far narrower focus, namely 
exclusively offshore wind. We may well have a shared agenda in 
many cases, but IRO only represents the supply chain.”  

Sander Vergroesen: “The essential difference between IRO and 
NWEA is that NWEA also focuses on onshore activities, while we are 
exclusively offshore based. For the past 50 years, the IRO has of 
course enjoyed a clear international presence, all over the world. 
The same cannot be said for NWEA. In essence, it makes little 
difference under which flag IRO operates, for example when 
attending international trade fairs. As long as our members 
are in attendance and able to make the optimum use of the 
exposure offered by the event! Together with the government, 
centres of expertise and sector associations NWEA, HHWE and NMT, 
IRO is also contributing to the joint campaign Wind & Water Works. 
The aim of the campaign, in a single powerful sentence, is to make 
it clear that offshore wind energy delivers far greater benefits 
than you would expect. In other words, that the combination 
of wind and water works.” 
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In this interview with Han Heilig, Jo Peters looks back on an exciting 
period, following his departure from NOGEPA on 1 June this year. 
All in all, they were intensive, marvellous years, and a true learning 
experience. Peters is hugely proud of the way in which the members of 
NOGEPA have anticipated the energy transition. “It has been an honour 
for me to be part of the process. I have always argued that the energy 
transition can only be achieved if we work together. In that sense, 
it has been a bitter necessity to bridge the contradictions. If I now 
see how politics, NGOs, energy producers and oil and gas operators 
are cooperating, I cannot fail to be impressed.”   

Fighting with each other
The energy transition is multifaceted. For example, it relates to the 
questions how more renewable energy can be generated, how we can 
ensure the system remains reliable (even if there is no wind, or the sun 
is not shining) and how houses will be heated in the future. Jo Peters 
believes firmly that NOGEPA can continue to play an important role in 
the Netherlands in achieving an acceptable energy future. This is 
certainly the case now that all the parties involved have signed the 
Dutch Climate Agreement. No longer are they fighting against each 
other, but with each other. This victory is one that the very last 
Secretary-General of NOGEPA could only have dreamed of when 
he joined the association in The Hague, almost ten years ago. 

Working together
For Jo Peters, there is now no question that the world needs a different 
energy system. Nonetheless, he remains convinced the reducing total 
emissions to net zero can only be achieved with a combination of 
energy sources. “Because gas is a fossil fuel, it is denounced by many, 
but for the time being, gas can continue to make a solid contribution 
to accelerating the energy transition. We must work together to tackle 
climate change and together we must innovate and invest in methods 
of emitting fewer greenhouse gases. Within that collaborative venture, 

NOGEPA can make an important contribution to the energy supply for 
today, tomorrow and beyond. For example by smartly deploying the 
existing infrastructure for the production and transport of green 
hydrogen, but also via the storage of CO2 in empty gas fields. 
Until the transition has been concluded, our natural gas will continue 
to be sorely needed. And the gas sector remains a key player.”

What was the sector like when you joined the organisation in 2012? 
You were a downstream man who had taken on the role of representing 
the upstream sector. A sort of two worlds colliding.

“What I found when I joined was a group of old, white males in three-
piece suits, who operated as if invincible, from a long-established 
fortress. The energy sector stood tall and proud like a tower of 
strength in the Dutch energy market. All those men were enormously 
proud of their achievements. Every year, they delivered more than 
10 billion euros to the Dutch Treasury. Characteristically, they were 
highly inward-looking. NOGEPA had almost zero outward presence. 
And it was a position they were able to maintain, but nonetheless, 
as soon as I joined them, I started bringing NOGEPA closer to society, 
by means of a new communication strategy.” 

And did you succeed? 

“I can answer that question with an absolute yes. NOGEPA has taken 
a huge step closer to society. We have converted from an inward 
facing organisation to an organisation that communicates clearly 
with the outside world; an organisation that aims for openness and 
is in favour of transparency. We leave no stone unturned in moving 
away from the perception that oil and gas are the source of problems 
in the energy transition. Specifically gas is a key element of the 
solution. And that is something we have been able to communicate 
successfully about.”

JO PETERS, FORMER SECRETARY-GENERAL AT NOGEPA:

‘Hydrogen will 
undoubtedly be 
the backbone of 
the new energy system’ 

In April 2012, Jo Peters took up the leading position of Secretary-General at 
NOGEPA. At the time, everything within exploration was plain sailing. It was business 
as usual for the operators affiliated to the association. However, at the end of 2015, 
the Paris Climate Agreement was signed. Suddenly the world was faced with the huge 
challenge of switching from fossil-based fuels to fully renewable energy sources. 
This decision resulted in a true culture shock among the oil giants. From one day 
to the next, they were faced with far-reaching changes. 
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“We continue to produce gas today because it is of huge importance to 
the Netherlands and because Dutch gas is better and cleaner than the 
Russian and Norwegian gas, of which we have to buy more and more 
now that Groningen is almost closed.”

“In the future, by around 2030, we will be supplying infrastructure 
both in terms of knowledge and hardware, that will contribute to 
a new energy system with fewer CO2 emissions. Just think of the 
knowledge of the subsurface that is already present and is already 
being used in the world of geothermal energy. Think also of the 
pipelines that in the future will be available for transporting green 
energy in the form of hydrogen. And of the storage of CO2 in empty 
gas fields. We are already working towards the electrification of 
platforms to make all these things possible.”

“And even beyond that, by around 2050, we will be part of a fully 
decarbonised energy system that on balance will emit zero net CO2. 
An amazingly interesting development. I am delighted that I was able 
to introduce a number of initiatives and that I have left behind an 
organisation that is willing to continue along that same path. NOGEPA 
has adopted a position as part of the solution. People no longer always 
see us as part of the problem.” 

Can NOGEPA keep up in the race towards a cleaner future?

“NOGEPA is doing everything in its power to keep up with the pace 
of society. At the same time, I realise that together we must all move 
forward more quickly and that we must further enhance our efforts 
in order to maintain our connection with today’s perceptions.”

A great deal has happened over the past ten years. Things that even Jo 
Peters could not have predicted in 2012. The uproar surrounding shale 

gas, the earthquakes in Groningen, the poor communication about 
this issue, traditional operators with little or no further interest in 
exploration activities on the Dutch Continental Shelf and the shift 
towards smaller operators, a sector that has been described as 
reaching the end of its lifecycle, wind energy that is gaining ever 
more ground, politicians slow to respond, a mood of anti-gas 
production among a proportion of the population. Did you ever 
at any time start to lose courage? 

“To be perfectly honest, it was never an issue. As the saying goes, 
when the going gets tough, the tough get going. Setbacks are the 
perfect learning moments that help ensure that you do things better 
in the future. Whenever things did not turn out the way we had all 
hoped they would, I found the inspiration to ensure that we do things 
better, in the future. It is not without reason that the Chinese say 
that a crisis is also an opportunity. It certainly helped me convince 
the members of NOGEPA that it was time to move forward, faster, 
better and in a new light. When I spoke for the first time about 
integration on the North Sea, and the electrification of platforms, 
a number of NOGEPA members said that although it was an interesting 
subject for discussion, they remained convinced that it would never 
happen. Nonetheless, these are the developments that we are currently 
putting into practice. No, I have always seen obstacles as a source 
of encouragement, and I am delighted with the way things have
turned out.” 

So what exactly was it that inspired you?

“Above all the opportunities for the future. The coming decade will 
be the most interesting period in the history of our domestic energy 
sector. More than 50 years ago, we replaced coal with natural gas. 
That was the start of a first energy transition. Now we are on the eve 

‘The coming decade will be the 
most interesting period in the 
history of our domestic energy sector’

Jo Peters, former Secretary-General at NOGEPA.

http://www.techrent.nl


of a new transition, that will gradually take shape over the next 
ten years. Years ago, large groups of people started demanding 
an immediate halt to fossil energy. What they wanted was clean 
energy, solar and wind. We are now seeing ever larger numbers 
of stakeholders, even from what is known as the green spectrum, 
who understand that we must all work together if we are to succeed, 
and that what we need is a truly integrated system. With hydrogen 
as its backbone. It is too simple to think that the solution to the 
environmental problems can only be achieved by switching exclusively 
to electrons. That is simply an impossibility. And not at all smart, 
either. And far to costly. It takes patience, but it is fabulous to be 
part of the turnaround.”     

Looking back, then, has NOGEPA gained or lost its credibility? 

“Without a doubt, it has gained credibility. When I bade the organisation 
farewell, even Greenpeace and the nature and environmental 
foundation Stichting Natuur en Milieu complimented me on the 
way in which NOGEPA has dealt with its interests, and the level of 
transparency we have demonstrated. Without it, it would never have 
been possible to sign the North Sea Agreement. Ten years ago, there 
was no mutual recognition of the need to talk; today, NOGEPA with 
all the stakeholders, including 5 NGOs, is part of a North Sea 
Agreement that has divided the issues into nature, energy and fishery. 
Sadly, the fishery sector is the only stakeholder to have not signed 
the agreement. The majority wanted to sign, but because a minority 
was opposed, the majority also failed to sign. It is unfortunate, 
but I hope that it will still all turn out right, in the end.” 

What was the absolute all-time low point during your period 
with NOGEPA?

“A few months after I entered service, Groningen suffered the severe 
earthquake in Huizinge. Following the event, I received a telephone 
call from NAM telling me that in my position as Secretary-General 
of NOGEPA, I had to refrain from all comment. Instead, NAM 
approached the media itself. And we all know the result of that 
performance. It was the start of the major process of change within 
our industry and it damaged the perception of our industry. Put simply, 
Groningen was poorly dealt with, and as a consequence, the reputation 
of the entire industry was damaged.” 

And what have been the highpoints over the past ten years?

“I already mentioned the North Sea Agreement, according to which 
at the very least, gas production on the North Sea is tolerated. But let 
us go back to the very beginning: the first issue I dealt with was the 
financial responsibility for the SAR Helicopter for carrying out Search 
and Rescue operations on the North Sea. For years, the financing of 
this service was considered the responsibility of NOGEPA. At a certain 
point, our members found themselves paying a million a month, just so 
that the Netherlands had a Search and Rescue service on the North 
Sea. I succeeded in returning the responsibility to where it belongs, 
namely with the government.” 

“Another highpoint was when we as NOGEPA came out of our shell, 
and associated ourselves with other stakeholders. In the end, this led 
to our participation in the North Sea Agreement. We have done a great 
deal of what is known as enhanced lobbying. We started to discuss 
the relevant issues in a far broader spectrum of different stakeholders. 
And there is no getting away from the fact that is has borne fruit. 
We have achieved excellent results.”

“Yet another highpoint was the introduction of the Ladder of 7 in 
2016. Many also refer to it as ‘Jo’s Ladder’. We at NOGEPA recognise 
the role entrusted to us, but we are also working towards a smart 
phase-out. Nonetheless, there are widely differing opinions on how 
quickly the phase-out can take place. Some say ten years, others say 
fifty. The truth is probably somewhere in between. The next question is 
in what order do we want to move away from fossil fuels? Hence the 
Ladder of 7. The seven-step ladder makes it perfectly clear how CO2 
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‘Groningen was poorly 
dealt with by NAM, the 

reputation of the entire 
industry was damaged’

Jo Peters, former Secretary-General at NOGEPA.

IN COLLABORATION WITH:Join WindEurope’s Annual
Conference & Exhibition “Electric City”
Electric City is an enhanced version of your classic WindEurope event: the entire on- and offshore 
wind industry will be there, and new partners looking to do business with wind will be there too!
At Electric City we will welcome heavy industry, mobility, district and domestic heating, storage, 
hybrids, hydrogen and many more to form partnerships and help us deliver an electrified European 
economy. The next chapter of wind energy begins at Electric City… see you there!

CONFIRMED EXHIBITORS INCLUDE: 

300+ 
EXHIBITORS

Find out more at: windeurope.org/ElectricCity2021/exhibition

http:/www.twindeurope.org/electriccity2021/exhibition


We have a magnificent infrastructure on the Dutch Continental Shelf. 
How important is it for achieving a CO2-free future? And what is the 
task of NOGEPA in that respect?

“This is in fact one of the main points we achieved in the integration 
studies about the North Sea. It is a vital task, not only for NOGEPA 
but also for EBN and all the other parties involved in the energy 
transition. It would be insanely stupid to entirely ignore the existing 
infrastructure.  Once all the new wind farms off the Dutch coast are 
completed and start delivering power to shore via cables, there will 
irrevocably be a point at which the electricity grid becomes 
overloaded. Wind farms are now being built ever further out to sea. 
The implication of that is that the transport factor will become more 
important. It is a simple fact that transporting electrons is ten times 
more costly than transporting molecules per unit of energy. It seems 
entirely obvious to me, therefore, that in the future a system will be 
established for producing hydrogen on the North Sea, and transporting 
that green energy to land, via the pipelines that are already in place. 
It would be incredibly naive to restrict energy transport to electricity 
cables alone. And it would be ten times more expensive. Specifically 
for that reason, the infrastructure established on the Dutch 
Continental Shelf by our members is an essential element of the 
optimum pathway to the ultimate zero free target by 2050. It is 
unimaginable for me that the Netherlands would ignore the use of 
that infrastructure and instead decide to organise the storage and 
transport of the new green energy in some other way. 

That seems like a no-brainer to me. And I am delighted to see that 
all stakeholders are gradually reaching the same conclusion.”
     
Your namesake Peters at TNO recently said in an interview with OER 
that he thinks sceptics are stupid when they place a company like 
Shell ‘on the naughty step’. He even argued that without the financial 
support of Shell and other oil companies, it will be more difficult to 
bring about the energy transition according to the agreed targets. 
Do you share his opinion? 

“I agree with him wholeheartedly. At the risk of repeating myself, 
it is something we must all do together. Shell has a very leading role 
to play in the energy transition. And I am full of praise for Marjan van 
Loon and her efforts in that respect. It is true that certain groups in 
society have condemned Shell, but in my opinion, that is mainly for the 
aggrandisement of the sceptics. All they in fact achieve is to get in the 
way of the progress of the energy transition. We must truly all work 
together, and I am not aware of any energy company that is working 
harder towards the energy transition, than Shell.”
 
Do you then understand the judgement from the court in The Hague 
that requires Shell to reduce its CO2 emissions to a net level of 45% 
of its emission rate in 2019 before 2030?

“No, absolutely not. In fact, the court not only ordered Shell to reduce 
its own CO2 emissions by 45% net by 2030. The court also wants to 

can best be reduced. The first step on the ladder is that Dutch natural 
gas first needs to be fully exhausted. The Netherlands should only start 
importing gas from Russia and Norway once it is absolutely essential. 
Buying gas is bad for three reasons: it costs money rather than 
generating money, it emits far more CO2, and it makes the Netherlands 
dependent on countries we do not want to be dependent on. At the 
same time, we have considerably upscaled cooperation with foreign
 oil and gas organisations. NOGEPA has acquired an international 
position as a leading authority. I can look back on all those discussions 
with a sense of real satisfaction.”   

How would you describe the relationship with IRO when you joined, and 
how is that relationship now? Has there been close cooperation in 
attempting to survive the perfect storm facing the industry and 
creating new prospects for both operators and the supply industry? 

“I would suggest that our relationship has remained constructively 
stable. Right at the beginning we even considered actually joining 
forces. It is something that has happened in many other countries. 
At an early stage, however, the conclusion was drawn that a merger 
would not be advantageous for either party. On the other hand, there 
is regular sound consultation with the IRO. In particular with regards 
to education. There are also intensive contacts with the sector in 
Den Helder, and regular discussions with major players like Heerema, 
Allseas, Huisman and Van Oord. IRO Director Sander Vergroesen, for 
example, is also on the Supervisory Board of Nexstep, a joint initiative 
between EBN and NOGEPA. The aim of Nexstep is to encourage reuse 
and to promote cooperation in the decommissioning of the oil and gas 
infrastructure in the Netherlands.”

Now that you bring the subject up: was the establishment of Nexstep 
a wise decision? To be perfectly honest, I have never really understood 
it. Surely its tasks could just as easily have been carried out by 
NOGEPA itself? 

“What you say is perfectly true. You should see Nexstep as an 
extension of NOGEPA. It is something we have set up together with EBN 
because we entirely agree on the strategy to be followed. If Nexstep 
had not been established, the same work would have been carried out 
within NOGEPA. On the other hand, NOGEPA and EBN believe that 
decommissioning is such an important and wide-ranging activity and 
that its importance is set to grow over the coming period; it therefore 
became sensible to establish a separate organisation. Nexstep is now 
operating as the implementing body for the Dutch strategy in 
decommissioning and reuse.” 

Work is underway worldwide on an entirely decarbonised energy 
system. The role of the oil companies has changed entirely. Their core 
business has been declared finite. Complacency has been replaced by 
humility. It must have been a difficult process that caused considerable 
mental anguish. How would you describe your experience with the 
NOGEPA members? How have they handled the turnaround?

“You are absolutely right when you say that complacency had to give 
way to a sense of humility. And in my view, all the members have 
responded in their own way to these far-reaching changes. Just take 

a look at the international operators who have a production company 
here in the Netherlands, and whose only interest is the production of 
gas on the Dutch Continental Shelf. If they are unable or not allowed 
to produce any longer, they simply switch their activities elsewhere. 
On the other hand, there are parties like NAM (which effectively means 
Shell) who say that they seriously want to remain part of the energy 
system in the Netherlands. And then there are other members who 
are somewhere in between.”

“If you ask me what actions NOGEPA has taken to encourage its 
members to initiate specific activities, then my answer is that we 
have done nothing at all. It is not up to use to tell our members what 
road to follow. Each follows its own strategy. I fully understand that 
the perspective of a company like TotalEnergies, with production 
company in the Netherlands, is different from that of Shell, with its 
parent company based in the Netherlands. At the same time, a private 
equity operator offshore has a completely different perspective from 
a major onshore operator. Everyone is entitled to set their own 
strategy. The role of NOGEPA is to serve the general interests of the 
sector. It is abundantly clear that companies that do not wish to adapt 
will disappear. It is not something I oppose; it is after all their own 
choice. It has however been fascinating to see the differences.” 

Can the Netherlands actually survive without natural gas?

“In itself, that is a well-justified question. But the question is, is it 
wise to try? The heart of the energy transition is not where we want 
to end up; the million dollar question is: what is the smartest way of 
achieving our objectives? And in that respect, for the next few decades 
at least, gas will be urgently needed. Looked purely in black and white, 
if you say this is good and that is bad, then you will never arrive at 
the optimum path to the final objective we are all aiming for. So in 
answering your question whether the Netherlands can survive without 
natural gas, the eventual answer is yes, but in the future, the gas 
pipelines will contain hydrogen, with a little bit of natural gas here and 
there. Nonetheless, in a few decades time, the majority will be green. 
So I am convinced that there will eventually be an energy system in 
place that consists exclusively of green gases and green electrons.” 

Do you predict further new investments on the Dutch Continental 
Shelf in the near future? The tax incentive on investments has at last 
been raised from 25 to 40% - a financial stimulus that operators 
were made to wait for, for a very long time. And there is now 
a North Sea Agreement.

“Once again my answer is a resounding yes. It is important to also 
remember that the tax incentive on investments applies to all fields, 
and not only the marginal fields. That too will certainly help NOGEPA 
members to once again start investing. We are already seeing the 
number of activities expand slowly. Partly because the prices have also 
started to rise somewhat. There will certainly be new investments in 
new fields on the Dutch Continental Shelf over the next ten years, 
and they will be needed to prevent production slumping too fast. It is 
something I have often talked about over the past few years, but once 
quarter or even half of the existing infrastructure disappears, then the 
rest will also no longer be viable.” 
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‘The gas sector remains a key player’
Jo Peters, former Secretary-General at NOGEPA.

The Ladder of 7.



“So be it. It is not something that worries me. I am perfectly happy 
with the situation and my compliments go to the IRO members who 
have established a place in the new energy system. Fabulous.”  

Were you involved in the appointment of your successor Menno Snel?

“Absolutely I was. It was in fact thanks to me that Menno Snel is now 
chairman of NOGEPA. Over the past ten years, I have repeatedly argued 
that NOGEPA has metaphorically flown to the moon. With Menno, 
NOGEPA is now set to make the journey to Mars. It was therefore my 
suggestion that we should appoint an external chairman and not 
someone from the oil and gas sector. It was also my suggestion to do 
away with the position of Secretary-General. NOGEPA now has a 
chairman and a director in the person of Arendo Scheurs. It is the 
same in many sector organisations. When I joined the organisation in 
2012, I had considerable political experience as a member of the 
provincial executive for Utrecht, but Menno, as a former Secretary of 
State, has a far greater knowledge of the political arena, than I. And in 
order to achieve positive progress in the future, that experience will 
be vital. Menno will be the figurehead for NOGEPA, for the outside 
world, while Arendo is responsible for the day-to-day running of the 
organisation in the office.”

If I asked you in all conscience, what qualities can Menno Snel offer 
that make you think: he will perform better than I have, what would be 
your answer?

A broad grin appears on Jo Peters’ face. “Look, what it all comes down 
to in the end is creating order from chaos. And being able to take 
charge of rolling out a strategy. Menno’s outreach in politics in 
The Hague goes far beyond my own. His network is more extensive. 
He can reach out directly to the politicians relevant to our 
organisation. Specifically in this stage of the energy transition, 
it is vital that we have someone on board, with political experience. 
Menno is able to deliver a new and deeper boost to our activities. 
Far more than someone whose roots lie in the oil and gas sector.” 

Do you consider Menno capable of bringing about the necessary 
acceleration in the energy transition?

“Definitely. In fact, that is his primary task. And it is something he 
also recognises as a major challenge. We have spoken much about it. 
It is now up to him to ensure that the train that I set in motion 
actually reaches the intended destination, by 2030. It is also 
a question of his personal credibility, too. Menno is a progressive 
individual who truly wants to bring about the energy transition. 
He therefore sees it as his task, and will do everything in his power 
to encourage politicians and other stakeholders to start moving in 
that direction, and to join him as partners in the struggle to achieve 
a CO2-free future. If his efforts prove insufficient, or if things do 
not move quickly enough, then his response will become increasingly 
robust. It is part of his character and in my judgement his greatest 
strength. I am truly intrigued to observe the developments over 
the coming years. 

I have heard it whispered on the grapevine that he has also been set 
the task of changing the name of NOGEPA. Why is that?

“You have heard right. In the future, the name NOGEPA will no longer 
be a flag that covers the scope of the organisation. In the future, 
the organisation is set to change so radically that it will be nothing 
at all like the NOGEPA we know today. I do not know what the new 
name will be, or when it will be introduced, but it is a something 
that will have to be done.”

If I have done my maths right, NOGEPA will be celebrating its 50th 
anniversary, in 2024. Do you see grounds for major celebrations? 

“We still have three more years to go, but if everything continues 
according to plan, by 2024, we will have made considerable further 
advances. By then, it is my hope that we will have one foot firmly 
placed in the new energy system. The fact that NOGEPA has made 
a major contribution to that process is certainly grounds for 
celebration. I am honestly extremely curious what the domestic 
energy world will look like. When it comes to gas production in the 
Netherlands, we must be brutally honest: Groningen has almost been 
entirely shut down, for reasons of which we are all aware, while 
the North Sea still has stocks of 200 billion cubic metres.”
 
“Every year, our country consumes around 40 billion, so a time will 
come when production is fully exhausted. That moment could be 
anything between 10, 15 or even 20 years from now. No one knows 
exactly. What I would say with almost absolute certainty is that the 
North Sea is set to undergo a total metamorphosis. It will become 
an energy garden in which we generate wind energy, store CO2 and 
produce hydrogen, which will then be brought ashore as clean energy.”

Jo Peters hopes that he will live to see all these predictions turn 
into reality. And it is our heartfelt hope that that wish is fulfilled!

force Shell to work towards reducing the CO2 emissions of all its 
suppliers and customers by 45% net (by 2030). In my judgement, 
there is nothing to be gained by obliging Shell to reduce its own CO2 
emissions. The company is already hard at work doing exactly that. 
What I truly cannot and will not understand is the aspect regarding 
Shell’s customers. What the courts have effectively done is to say that 
car drivers cannot be held responsible for the emissions they cause, 
but that instead the responsible party is Shell. For me that is taking 
things too far. It is surely the driver’s decision whether or not to use 
his car. If he does so, then the consequences should be his own.”
 
The energy system is changing. Electricity from solar panels and wind 
turbines represents an ever growing proportion of the energy mix. 
The use of hydrogen gas as a storage and transport medium also 
offers good prospects. National and international policy underline 
the importance of the role of hydrogen in a CO2-free energy supply. 
We need to get the hydrogen economy moving. Can NOGEPA play 
a role in that process, too?

“Certainly. And we are already doing so. When I first started talking to 
the Dutch Minister of Economic Affairs and Climate about hydrogen, 
several years ago, I received confused looks, in response. The reaction 
was, what on earth was I talking about? TNO had long come up with 
ideas on system integration on the North Sea, together with NOGEPA. 
Our joint conclusion was that it may well be wise, and it was certainly 
necessary to not only bring power to shore in the form of electrons, 

but also as hydrogen. We had also concluded that in a new energy 
system with fluctuating output, there certainly needed to be some sort 
of storage capacity. A buffer, as it were. And that buffer could not 
consist exclusively of batteries. It wouldn’t work. Hydrogen, in whatever 
form, will undoubtedly be the backbone of the new energy system.”
 
We are seeing a clear and obvious shift from Oil & Gas to offshore wind, 
within the activities of the IRO members. Many members have already 
joined the transition because O&G operators offer them no prospects 
for the future. They have acquired huge volumes of knowledge and 
experience in the O&G sector in building and installing offshore 
platforms and are now using that same knowledge in the wind energy. 
Do you understand their decision?

“Of course. It even makes me somewhat jealous. Suppliers are able 
to adapt to the market. That is not something a gas producer can do. 
A gas producer produces gas and if the demand for gas disappears, 
then his business is finished. It is therefore entirely logical that 
suppliers are now focusing on the wind sector. Therein lies the great 
strength of the Netherlands. We have so many excellent businesses 
with worldwide reputations. They have demonstrated their ability to 
switch rapidly and innovatively to building offshore wind farms or 
developing other new sorts of energy systems. An excellent performance.”
 
But does that not imply that there will be less time available to them 
to serve O&G operators?
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‘Buying gas makes the Netherlands dependent on countries 
we do not want to be dependent on’

Jo Peters, former Secretary-General at NOGEPA.

Menno Snel, chairman NOGEPA.
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Van Oord has ordered a new offshore installation 
vessel to further strengthen its market position 
in offshore wind. The jack-up vessel can operate 

on methanol and install up to 20 MW wind turbines 
at sea with a very low CO2 footprint. The investment 

is in line with the increasing global demand 
for offshore wind farms. The ship is expected 

to enter the market in 2024.

The vessel is being built by the Yantai CIMC Raffles Shipyard in China. 
The design is by Knud E Hansen. Components such as the Huisman crane 
and other technical systems are delivered to the yard by the various 
suppliers and integrated on site. The ship is expected to enter the 
market in 2024 and will work under the Dutch flag. Van Oord has 
also taken an option on a second vessel.

'This investment prepares us for 
the increase in scale in the offshore 

wind industry and allows us to 
maintain our leadership position.'

Pieter van Oord, CEO Van Oord.

Van Oord has everything it takes to make wind energy more 
competitive as an energy source. As an EPC contractor 
(Engineering, Procurement and Construction), Van Oord sees 
to the entire process from design to construction and completion. 
It also provides T&I projects (transport and installation) and other 
services, such as scour protection and inter array cable and 
export cable installation. The new 175-metre offshore installation 
vessel will be purpose-built for the transport and installation of 
foundations and turbines at offshore wind farms. With a top-class 
crane - supplied by the Dutch company Huisman - it can lift more 
than 3,000 tonnes. The vessel has an advanced jacking system. 
Four giant legs, each measuring 126 metres, allow the vessel 
to be jacked up and work in waters up to 70 metres deep. 
This investment is part of a EUR 1 billion fleet investment 
programme over the next 5 years. In December 2020, 
Van Oord had already ordered a new green cable-laying 
vessel at VARD in Norway. 

Van Oord is committed to reducing CO2 emissions and to 
becoming carbon-neutral by 2050, in line with the Paris 
Agreement. This investment is an example of the energy 
transition within the company. Marine fuels are becoming 
cleaner and, thanks to cleaner engines, emissions are reduced. 

Van Oord has already ordered three LNG-fuelled trailing suction 
hopper dredgers, which will be completed in 2022. The new 
installation vessel will be able to run on the future fuel methanol. 
Running on methanol, reduces the ship's CO2 footprint by 
more than 78%. In addition, the vessel will be equipped with an 
advanced active emissions control technology (Selective Catalytic 
Reduction) to reduce the NOx emission to an absolute minimum. 
An installed 5,000 kWh battery pack can take the peak loads 
and regenerate energy to reduce the fuel consumption 
(and corresponding emissions) even further.

JACK-UP VESSEL CAN OPERATE ON METHANOL

New mega 
installation 
vessel for 
Van Oord

http://www.vandegrijp.com
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Within the IRO, too, in the past, like-minded 

senior members often ganged together like 

an exclusive old boys’ network, while the 

younger generation, with their dreams of the 

future and modern thinking, sought solace 

together elsewhere. In 2017, representatives 

of the younger generation employed at the 

time with one of the IRO members decided 

to adopt an entirely independent profile. 

Young IRO saw the light of day. Not out of 

a sense of frustration but with the 

professional aim of rendering the offshore 

industry future-proof, reconsidering 

the conventional and reinforcing the 

young generation.

 

Today, in 2021, Young IRO is an integral part of the IRO. Since 
the organisation’s foundation, the number of under 35s has grown 
considerably. In the third quarter of 2021, Young IRO consisted of 
415 members, employed at a total of 143 unique businesses. 
The IRO, this year celebrating its anniversary, currently comprises 
381 affiliate companies. Han Heilig spoke to Young IRO Board Members 
Paul Schoenmakers, project designer and business developer at TWD 
and Ruben de Nie, portfolio manager at Damen. 

Inspirational
Both young energy professionals confirm that since its establishment, 
Young IRO has achieved a great deal. The voice of the younger 
generation has become more balanced. “Cooperation between young 
and old has become increasingly smooth. Our voice is actually listened 
to and that is a marvellous thing to experience. We have succeeded in 
establishing an identity that reflects the identity of all the younger 
members, and that is respected by the CEOs of the normal IRO 
members,” suggested Ruben. “Moreover, we are constantly organising 
a whole raft of inspiring events that help to disseminate more broadly 
our ambitious ideas on the energy transition, among the people who 
have a clear idea of the nature of that transition. Our ideas may be 
sporadic and somewhat overly utopian, but by combining a healthy dose 
of naivety and drive, with experienced and skilled people, the destination 
you arrive at is a better one than you would have reached by following 
the well-trodden paths. By adopting that profile, we will eventually 
succeed in changing the goals of the entire sector.”

In other words, Young IRO focuses on the one hand on offering 
a counterpoint to the old guard within IRO and on the other on attracting 
potential newcomers from the universities, as ambassadors for the 
sector. Where once there was a time when the younger generation 
barely dared to announce in public that they were employed in an 
offshore-related business, they are now proud to proclaim that they 
work in a fabulous sector, and are involved in bringing about an 
acceptable energy future. Paul added: “We have created a community 
where like-minded thinkers can congregate. We have also been able 
to make a real difference in terms of cohesion and the willingness to 
recognise that you can look beyond the boundaries of your own work 
bubble, to see how other people do things differently. And that means 
learning from each other, acquiring new insights, and as a result 
enjoying new inspirations. Young IRO has shown the courage to set 
aside its blinkers. We are willing to look around us and to learn from 
other sectors, even if at first glance, the similarities appear limited. 
We refer to it as out cross-corporate approach: acquiring an overall 
picture of the actual impact of your own everyday operations. 
Let us be honest; there is still a long way to go. We will have to face 
up to a number of complex challenges. But undeniably, we have 
already taken a number of important steps forward.”

YOUNG IRO ATTRACTS YOUNG GENERATION 

OF ENERGY PROFESSIONALS

‘Working in energy 
sector today is a thrill’ 

Mutual understanding for the added value of young and old is an essential precondition 

for better cooperation. There is no doubting the truth of this statement. Nonetheless, 

in today’s society, it still remains far from self-evident for different generations to 

actually spontaneously interact. IRO and Young IRO are an excellent example of the 

added value of cooperation. Together they have developed the compassion for 

working towards a CO2-free future, in the close-knit energy community. 

Paul Schoenmakers, 
project designer

 and business 
developer at TWD.
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Ambassadors
Although the keys to the climate transition lie with the government, 
science and the commercial players, when it comes to the role of the 
supplies to the energy sector, the board of Young IRO clearly holds the 
opinion that they too are in a position to make a welcome contribution to 
accelerating the energy transition. The good will of businesses is clearly 
present, but progress is only being achieved slowly. The Dutch offshore 
sector has a key role in the energy transition, and it would be a good thing 
if that role were to be actively picked up and carried forward, as was the 
case 50 years go, with oil and gas. The Young IRO’s bucket list therefore 
still includes plenty of ideas on improving sustainability. And that in turn 
calls for actively dealing with the difficult issues for the future rather 
than trying to avoid them. The board of Young IRO consists of eight 
people. All of them volunteers who, with the full approval of their 
employers, perform their task alongside holding down their normal job. 

“When it comes to organising events that does mean we sometimes come 
up against the limits of our capacity,” confirmed Ruben. “Our aim is to 
offer the broadest possible palette of activities, but that is only possible 
thanks to assistance from outside. For that reason, we recently attracted 
a group of conscientious ambassadors, who are also willing to make 
an enthusiastic contribution to Young IRO. They will become more 
closely involved in the further growth and development of Young IRO. 
And in order to ensure a broad scope of activities, they too are invited 
to submit their own ideas and initiatives.”

Lessons learned
The characteristics of Young IRO, held in great esteem by all the 
members, are the willingness to check out what the neighbours are doing, 
and above all fostering cooperation. If we as a sector hope to actually 
achieve the intended sustainable energy transition, and if we as the 
Netherlands wish to remain frontrunners on the world stage, then 
cooperation is unavoidable. Talking together about the common 
denominators. Launching innovative projects in collaboration. 

Ruben continued: “We do not present ourselves as some sort of oracle 
that the older generation has to sit down and listen to. The opposite is in 
fact very much the case. The central thrust of the work of Young IRO is to 
challenge ourselves and the older generation, by offering a refreshing and 
critical vision. Naturally based on the underlying principle that everything 
we do must be done in collaboration. Only by young and old joining forces 
can we achieve the energy transition. And that means listening attentively 
to one another’s ideas, and remaining open to the idea of sharing 
lessons learned.”

Delegate
Would it not be a good idea to have an official delegate from the 
Young IRO on the board of the IRO itself? The suggestion is met with 
a brief silence. Serious thought is obviously being given to the idea. 
Paul replied: “I understand the suggestion, but do not believe it is 
necessary at this particular juncture. Koos-Jan van Brouwershaven, 
CEO of Heerema Marine Contractors is already performing sterling 
work on our behalf, as Young IRO supervisor, and Charlotte Roodenburg 
of Huisman is the first woman to hold a seat on the IRO board. 
She is an excellent sparring partner for us.”

The future
When asked about the celebration of the 50th anniversary of IRO, both 
gentlemen expressed pleasure at the fact that on Friday 26 November, 
both the older and younger generation will be enjoying the anniversary, 
together. The Young IRO Award for best mentor, for example, is due to 
be presented during the anniversary celebrations. “If we successfully 
bring about an energy transition together, in 2067 Young IRO will also 
be able to celebrate its 50th anniversary. We are and remain a platform 
where young people can establish a solid network and tap into the 
knowledge of experienced senior players inside and outside the energy 
sector. We have already seen the huge added value these aspects are able 
to generate. In that light, it is beyond any shadow of doubt that there 
will always be a need for this type of cooperation. And for Young IRO.”

'Our voice is actually 
listened to and that 
is a marvellous thing 
to experience.'

Ruben de Nie, 
portfolio manager at Damen

Ruben de Nie, portfolio manager at Damen.
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Matthew Hawkridge, chief technology officer at Ovarro, the UK-based 
supplier and manufacturer of remote monitoring technologies, explained 
to Ocean Energy Resources why secure RTUs can mitigate threats against 
critical national infrastructure.

But why the rise in incidents? One explanation is that the increased move 
towards digitalisation and Industry 4.0 has raised cyber-security risks. 

Cyber-attacks can also affect critical network infrastructure (CNI) like 
energy, water or oil and gas networks - the UK Government’s National Cyber 
Security Council (NCSC) is always concerned about the prospect of Russia or 
China hacking into Britain’s water supply chain. Cyberthreats to CNIs include 
espionage, targeted attacks from malicious actors, such as hostile states and 
criminals, and accidental data loss. All have the potential to disrupt our lives 
and damage the economy. 

But how can CNI operators embrace digital transformation and all its benefits 
without inviting cybersecurity risks? The answer lies in RTUs and deployment 
with the latest NCSC Cyber Assessment Framework (CAF).

Secure ease-of-access
For decades, telemetry unit systems have been used for remote monitoring 
of power consumption and battery backup in networks for energy, water 
and telecommunications by gathering information about critical assets. 
They work on the simple premise that, if the condition of an asset is 
understood, then it can be managed efficiently and respond quickly to 
change. There is immense value in being able to optimise operations 
and to detect and respond faster to impending issues.

These systems are also equipped for Wi-Fi and the advent of 5G - for example, 
for process plants with servers in the cloud or in a nearby, air-conditioned 
control room, the RTU gathers information about critical assets. 

According to Forbes, 2020 broke all records for data lost in breaches and 

sheer numbers of cyber-attacks on companies, individuals and governments. 

These threats are also becoming more sophisticated with emerging 

technologies like machine learning, artificial intelligence and 5G. Fortunately, 

remote telemetry units (RTUs) allow for better control and visibility when 

accompanied by advanced development and deployment techniques. 

Unbreaking the record 
for cyber-attacks

REMOTE TELEMETRY UNITS (RTUS) HELP PREVENT 

CYBER-ATTACKS AGAINST CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE



RTUs are emerging as one of the drivers for the IoT because they can 
gather and manage large volumes of data for analysis. Also, they are 
secure against cyber-attacks. 

Matthew Hawkridge: “Ovarro’s TBox RTU is equipped with a Firewall 
with four levels of authority, HTTP session authentication and SSL/TLS 
& X.509 certificates. It also meets the IEEE802.1X standard for 
devices that connect with other devices on local area networks (LANs). 
Ovarro also works with highly qualified ‘CHECK’ approved third party 
penetration testers,  cybersecurity experts that help us investigate 
and discover potential vulnerabilities and weaknesses in our products’ 
defences. We also  publish security advisories on new discoveries upon 
patching for complete transparency.”

Going forward, Ovarro is committed to  meeting the IEC-62443 
standard to secure industrial automation and control technology 
systems. But how are these efforts applied in a real-world setting, 
and where do RTUs fit in?

Better Industry 4.0
PetroChina Southwest Oil and Gas Field Company approached Ovarro 
to support with a digital upgrade project at its Chongqing Gas Mine. 
The mine is located in the jurisdiction of 277 industrial gas wells 

with a daily production capacity of 20 million cubic meters. 
Specifically, the customer wanted to improve remote monitoring of 
all its key gas wells with a better use of data. A key feature of this 
digital transformation would be the installation of an internet protocol 
(IP) camera at each site, giving regular images of the well head. 
But how could this be achieved securely? 

“Ovarro installed a total of 70 solar-powered TBox RTUs within 
a supervisory control and data acquisition (SCADA) system,” 
Matthew Hawkridge said. “The RTUs have the responsibility of 
capturing and transmitting an image snapshot each hour, or upon 
an alarm. In the case of a communications outage, the historian 
capabilities of the RTU can store months-worth of historical data 
on pressure, process shut-off valve position and more. This can 
be backed-up and transmitted to the central control station later, 
helping protect against data loss.” 

PetroChina has praised the TBox’s built-in cyber security suite with 
authentication and encryption technology, which provides state-of-the-art 
protection of the customer’s assets and data. This example shows that 
CNI managers can embrace the advantages of Industry 4.0 without 
compromising cybersecurity. With the right technology like RTUs in place, 
let’s hope that 2020’s cyberattack records remain unbroken in the future.
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Dutch government grants 
€ 3.6 million subsidy 

POSHYDON PROJECT
The Netherlands Enterprise Agency (RVO) has awarded a subsidy of 
3.6 million euro to the PosHYdon project, the world’s first offshore 
green hydrogen pilot on a working platform. With this subsidy the 
consortium can start up all activities for this pilot. The remaining 
budget will be funded by the consortium partners.

René Peters, Business Director Gas Technologies TNO and initiator of the North 
Sea Energy Program: “PosHYdon is the ultimate example of system integration 
in the North Sea. In many studies, hydrogen is considered the missing link 
in the energy transition, with many talking about all the opportunities. 
But here, right off the coast of Scheveningen, it will actually take place. 
PosHYdon will teach us a lot about the next steps that need to be taken 
towards safe, large-scale green hydrogen production at sea. Offshore green 
hydrogen production will enable large-scale wind farms to be developed far 
out at sea. Wind energy is then directly converted to green hydrogen and can 
be transported through the existing gas infrastructure. As a result, offshore 
wind projects can be realized faster at significantly lower costs for society. 
I am therefore very happy that we can now progress with PosHYdon.”

Jacqueline Vaessen, Managing Director of Nexstep, national platform for reuse 
and decommissioning: “Together with a number of operators and TNO, this idea 
arose about two years ago from a brainstorming session of the ‘Re-purpose’ 
working group within Nexstep. We looked at what the best location would be 
to host this pilot and then arrived at Neptune Energy’s Q13a-A, since that 
platform is already fully electrified using green electricity.”

PosHYdon seeks to validate the integration of three energy systems in the 
Dutch North Sea: offshore wind, offshore gas and offshore hydrogen and will 
involve the installation of hydrogen-producing plant on the Neptune Energy-
operated Q13a-A platform. The Q13a-A is the first fully electrified platform 
in the Dutch North Sea, located approximately 13 kilometres off the coast 
of Scheveningen (the Netherlands).

Electricity generated by offshore wind turbines will be used to power 
the hydrogen plant on the Q13a-A platform, converting seawater into 
demineralized water, then into hydrogen via electrolysis. The aim of the 
pilot is to gain experience of integrating working energy systems at sea and 
the production of hydrogen in an offshore environment. In addition, in this 
project the efficiency of an electrolyser with a variable supply from offshore 
wind will be tested, and at the same time knowledge and insights on the costs 
for the offshore installation as well as maintenance costs will be obtained.

The green hydrogen will be mixed with the gas and transported via the 
existing gas pipeline to the coast. The 1 MW electrolyser will produce 
a maximum of 400 kilogrammes of green hydrogen per day.



IRO asked the government to do something about the double taxation with 
regard to working offshore in foreign countries.

IRO Contact Committee was established to further shape regular 
consultation with the Ministry of Economic Affairs.

The Minister of Economic Affairs awarded a subsidy of 200,000 guilders for 
three years. IRO was suddenly out of financial need.

IRO also acquired an important position as a legal entity for a study into the 
problems that arose when building fixed platforms at sea. The study was 
subsidized by the Ministry of Economic Affairs with 1.5 million guilders.

 1975 

The Ministry of Economic Affairs became increasingly interested in the 
offshore industry and the role of IRO.

Board member from the very beginning C.L.W. Fock passed the presidential 
gavel on to former Prime Minister P.J.S. (Piet) de Jong.

The entire board resigned and was reduced from 15 to 8 members. 
Celebrities like P.E.E. Kleyn van Willigen, director of Smit Internationale, ing. 
J. Kraaijeveld van Hemert, director of Boskalis Westminster, and ir. A. 
Slikker, chairman of the board of RSV, took a seat on the board.

On April 1, ir. Paul van Erven 
Dorens joined IRO as a staff 
member.

Office director Koos Huijskens 
also took care of the 
secretariat of Kivi's 
Underwater Technology 
Department.

Due to close cooperation with 
the Netherlands Center for 
Trade Promotion (NCH), 
members of the IRO took part 
in eight foreign trade fairs.

Gas production started in operator Placid's L10 block. The first gas landed 
via the 178-kilometer Noordgas Transport pipeline in Groningen Uithuizen.

At the end of that year, IRO already had 122 members.

In the period from 1971-1975, the Dutch offshore industry generated a 
total turnover of 6 billion guilders.

1976 

NAM was very active in blocks K13 and K14. A gas pipeline was installed to 
Callantsoog and from there to the new gas treatment station near Den 
Helder.

Dutch suppliers were hit hard by the British Oil Supply Office (OSO), which 
did everything it could to benefit their own national industry. A similar 
picture emerged in Norway due to the dominant role of Statoil. IRO raised 
this protectionist attitude at the Ministry of Economic Affairs.

In July six tugs started the towage of the Gravity Base Structure (GBS) with 
a weight of 300,000 tonnes, from Rotterdam to Stavanger, Norway. Builder 
was ANDOC.

HRH Prince Bernhard was guest of honour at the third general meeting held 
in Noordwijk aan Zee.

At the end of the year, IRO had 150 members. 

 1977 

The first printed issue of the magazine IRO Journaal was published in 
January.

K.D. (Kai) Waterreus entered the service. He became responsible for the 
information management.

Beneficiaries were categorized by business size, each with its own 
membership fee to support IRO.

 1971 

On May 21, the Industrial Council for Oceanology Foundation, or IRO for 
short, was established in Haarlem.

The main task of the new Council was to represent the interests of the Dutch 
business community in the field of oceanology.

To set up a central office for information provision, coordination and 
consultation, accommodation was found in the TNO office in Delft.

J.P.H. (Koos) Huijskens, retired captain-lieutenant, was appointed as director 
of IRO.

 1972 

On 1 June, a Memorandum on Oceanology and the related interests of Dutch 
business was presented to the Dutch Government.

The IRO Congress and Exhibition Committee (IRO-CTC) was established with 
director Koos Huijskens as chairman. With the aim of organising a joint 
Dutch stand plus a separate IRO stand.

Participation in the Oceanology trade fair in Brighton.

The first IRO Journaal, a periodical in bulletin form, was published in July.
On November 1, IRO already counted 43 members.

This year the first IRO Directory was published together with a brochure 
entitled ‘Oceanological activities in the Netherlands’.

1973 

The United States and the Netherlands were faced with an oil boycott 
because of their support for Israel. Had little effect on IRO growth.

The Dutch Government set up Working Group Consultation. Aim to compose 
a national oceanological long-term program. Two IRO representatives took 
part in the working group.

First participation in the Offshore Europe exhibition in Aberdeen.

 1974 

On July 1, IRO presented the ministries of Economic Affairs and Science 
Policy with the report ‘Wind power stations in the North Sea’.
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The world watched breathlessly as the huge Statfjord-B platform was towed 
out and installed in Norway. Heerema and Wijsmuller played an important 
role in this project.

RDM delivered the 3,270-tonne SLAM for the British Fulmar field. The 
construction of the Underwater Manifold Center for Shell and Esso by 
the HCG yard in Schiedam was revolutionary.

Koos Huijskens took part in a working group appointed by the Ministry of 
Defense to convert the Diving Medical Center of the Royal Netherlands Navy 
into a Foundation National Diving Center (NDC).

NAM invested 450 million guilders this year. Three quarters of the orders 
went to national suppliers.

The number of IRO members rose from 165 to 193 this year.

 1982 

The first North Sea oil was produced in the Helm field on 28 September. The 
Helder field, also located in block Q1, followed this example on 5 October.

Various oil and gas discoveries took place on the Dutch Continental Shelf.

NAM started with the construction of a second gas pipeline from 
the K15 block to the gas terminal at Den Helder.

At the end of December, the number of IRO members was 220.

 1983 

Dutch suppliers increasingly succeeded in obtaining orders from Norway and 
England. Heerema and Boskalis in particular were quite successful. 

The annual meeting was attended by HRH Princess Margriet and Pieter van 
Vollenhove. 

The English-language Directory was given the name Netherlands Offshore 
Catalog. 

The Ministry of Economic Affairs announced its intention to grant Petroland 
a production license for the Zuidwal concession. Conoco received a 
production license for the Kotter field. 

The construction of the platform was awarded to Heerema / THC, HCG and 
Grootint. 
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For the first time, IRO organized a so-called informal contact meeting.  
The first was at Boskalis in Papendrecht and the second at Penn & Bauduin 
in Dordrecht.

In Japan, the Balder, Hermod (both Heerema) and Narwhal (NOC) were 
launched.

At the end of the year, IRO had 170 members.

 1978 

An unfavorable year for the Dutch offshore industry. OSO started to play  
an even more emphatic role in protecting its own industry. Access to the 
Norwegian sector also became increasingly difficult.

At the tenth edition of the OTC in Houston (May), IHC Holland was presented 
with the Distinguished Achievement Award in recognition of the design and 
construction of offshore equipment. 

Emphasis was placed on new markets such as Brazil, Indonesia and Mexico. 

Tow-out of Brent-C deck from Dordrecht. 

As coordinator IRO played an important role for the Marine Technological 
Research (MaTS) 

At the end of the year, IRO had 175 members. 

 1979 

J. de Groot, president of the board of directors of Grootint and general 
manager of Hollandia Kloos, R.M. Lubbers, were nominated to serve on  
IRO board.

The year was characterized by an unpredictable and large increase in oil 
prices. This brought the profitable development of small or marginal oil and 
gas fields into the picture. Reason enough for IRO to urge the Dutch 
government to promote the development of these fields.

NAM was granted a permit to carry out drilling work in the Ameland 
concession under certain conditions.

Union Oil found oil in the Q1 block. And Petroland prepared the start of  
gas production from the L7 block.

After many years of increase, the number of members fell to 171.

 1980 

IRO decided to orientate itself more widely. To do more on export promotion 
and information. It was also decided to pay more attention to small service 
companies and suppliers.

On 27 March, one of the legs of the semi-submersible accommodation 
platform Alexander L. Kielland broke off in a severe storm on the North Sea. 
123 people were killed in this disaster.

An amendment to the articles of association took place in order to be able  
to involve members more in the activities of IRO.

After five years of chairmanship, former director of Smit Internationale, 
P.E.E. Kleyn van Willigen, succeeded Piet de Jong.

The number of members decreased further this year to 165.

 1981 

IRO existed for 10 years.

An oil pipeline to IJmuiden was laid from the Q1 block, with the fields Helm 
and Helder.

Dutch suppliers succeeded in increasing their contribution to the British  
and Norwegian sector.

In May, various IRO sponsors founded the Dutch Offshore Consortium to 
carry out projects in Mexico.

http://www.ayop.com


An information day was organized together with NOGEPA in December.  
Eight operators presented their plans. 

 1984 

On January 25 and 26, IRO organized an international conference in  
The Hague entitled ‘Offshore Pipeline Conference’.

The first Holland Offshore exhibition took place in November in the RAI in 
Amsterdam. IRO was involved in the organization. The event was opened by 
HRH Prince Claus of the Netherlands.

The Netherlands Association of Diving Companies (NADO) was established in 
August. Office director Koos Huijskens was appointed chairman of NADO 
and IRO was responsible for the secretariat.

The record load out of the large deck module for Conoco's Kotter platform 
took place at Grootint from Zwijndrecht. The operator also announced that 
he wanted to develop the Logger field in block L16.

Gusto Engineering was commissioned to design a large crane vessel for 
Micoperi from Italy.

NAM placed an order with HBG for the construction of the Ameland Westgat 
1 platform complex and announced that it will apply compression to the 
Dutch Continental Shelf for the first time. A special compression platform 
was built. This was necessary because the gas pressure from fields K7, K8, 
K11 and K14 had decreased after a number of successful production years.

Once again, IRO ensured that its members had ample opportunity to 
establish contacts with oil companies.

 1985 

On February 21, former VNO chairman Mr. C. van Veen took over the gavel 
from P.E.E. Kleyn van Willigen. 

Ir. C. (Cornelis) van der Burgt, chief engineer-director of the North Sea 
Directorate of Rijkswaterstaat, succeeded Koos Huijskens as office director 
on 1 July. 

Edward P. Heerema announced that he had left the Heerema concern and 
founded Allseas Marine Contractors. 

Amoco placed a construction order for 100 million guilders at Grootint and 
Heerema for platforms to be installed in the P15 block off the Dutch coast. 

Conoco took the Logger field into production at the end of August. 

 1986 

NAM started gas production Ameland Westgat.

On the world market, oil prices fell unexpectedly dramatically.  
The all-time low was reached in July when the price of Brent oil fell  
even below $ 9 a barrel. The result: oil companies postponed investments  
in new development projects.

The Heerema yard in Lewis, Scotland, had to be closed. Grootint had to fire 
350 people. And at Smit-Lloyd, the fleet was drastically reduced.

A large number of IRO members scored remarkable assignments this year. 
Mercon Steel Structures won the largest contract ever. The yard had to build 
four drilling modules for Norsk Hydro. Hydraudyne from Boxtel booked an 
order for jacking up six topsides in the Norwegian Ekofisk field.

At Boele Bolnes, the advanced DP pipelay vessel Lorelay of Allseas  
was christened.

Despite the prevailing recession, the Holland Offshore 1986 fair was  
a resounding success.

IRO introduced a new logo and a new corporate identity.

Kai Waterreus left IRO after ten years.
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At the end of November, IRO chairman J. Groenendijk announced that a 
committee of wise men had been set up to take a critical look at the IRO 
objectives and activities and the possibilities for forming a broader platform 
organization. There was also a committee to investigate whether IRO should 
be transformed into a real oil & gas trade association.

Many IRO members went through busy times again this year.
NAM announced that the F3 oil and gas production platform would have  
a concrete base.

Grootint came into the hands of the Heerema Fabricage Group (HFG).

 1991 

During the annual meeting mid-April, it was decided to convert the 
Foundation Industrial Council for Oceanology with members into an 
association with members. The deed was passed on 11 November, making 
the Delft-based Association Industrial Council for the Oil and Gas Industry, 
or IRO for short, a fact. The association received only suppliers in the 
upstream oil and gas sector on land and water as members and associate 
members. With Gert-Jan Kramer (CEO Fugro) as the first chairman.

Traditionally, the sector was busy. The Dutch platform builders in particular 
received a series of impressive orders.

 1992 

IRO was recognized as a full member of the so-called oil and gas triangle, 
formed by the supply industry, the oil and gas companies and the 
government.

Committees of members were set up, each active in a specific field.

On April 1, Ellen P. Lastdrager-van der Woude as director followed in the 
footsteps of Philip van Rijn.

During Holland Offshore in the Rai, Minister Dr. J.E. Andriessen performed 
the inauguration of the NOGAT project.

News from the sector was positive. New contracts were concluded and 
platform installations took place.

 1993 

IRO presented the results of the NEI study in mid-January. Dutch companies 
turned out to be good for a turnover of 5 billion guilders and to provide work 
for 25,000 people.

IRO announced that the oil companies and suppliers had reached agreement 
on the Standard Contract.

On March 1, IRO moved from Delft to Zoetermeer. A new corporate identity 
and logo was also introduced.

The second association year went differently than expected. Chairman Gert-
Jan Kramer predicted a decrease in turnover of 20% and a loss of five to six 
thousand jobs. The IRO board took a series of measures to combat the 
recession. The Two-Track Policy was initiated and presented.

The first track aimed at creating a political climate through which the 
introduction of the small fields policy was to promote the exploration and 
exploitation of marginal oil and gas fields on the DCS. The second track 
involved encouraging members to compete in emerging markets.

In September, IRO founded the Oil & Gas Cluster together with Nogepa and 
TNO. This cluster was soon able to hand over the report ‘Exploration and 
Production of Marginal Fields in the Netherlands and the Dutch Continental 
Shelf’ to the Minister of Economic Affairs.

Despite the collapsing market, 1993 had a number of highlights.  
NAM awarded Grootint an order for the fabrication of a compression 
platform and Wijsmuller Transport concluded a contract for the transport  
of four super modules for the Canadian Hibernia project.

 1987 

From this year on, IRO had to continue entirely on its own. IRO was no longer 
a subsidized institution.

TNO also announced that its contribution to IRO would be phased out and 
would end entirely in 1990.

The effects of the oil crisis that started one year earlier became clearly 
visible. Yards had to close or downsize, ships were imposed and companies 
merged. Such as Fugro from Leidschendam with McClelland from Houston.
Ir. P.J. (Paul) van Erven Dorens said goodbye to IRO. He was succeeded by ir. 
J.F.P. Schönfeld.

Edward P. Heerema of Allseas launched a new concept for the offshore 
installation of topsides with weights up to 55,000 tons. For this, two super 
tankers had to be linked together.

IRO signed a MoU with Canadian sister organization Newfoundland Ocean 
Industries Organization. 

 1988 

On February 15, IRO moved from the TNO office to a large office building at 
Delflandplein in Delft-Zuid.

On 8 March, Minister of Economic Affairs De Korte and the Norwegian 
Minister of Oil and Energy, Arne Øien, signed an MoU. This was to promote 
cooperation between the business community of both countries.

The annual meeting was held in Scheveningen Kurhaus on 24 March. State 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Y.M.C.T van Rooy gave a speech entitled 
‘Where can the government help the Dutch offshore industry to export 
products to the world market’.

In May, the secretariat of NDC and NADO moved to TNO-IWECO.

In July, the entire offshore world went into shock when a disaster struck the 
Piper Alpha platform, killing a total of 167 people. IRO was bombarded with 
questions from both the public and media.

High points this year were the gas discovery of Amoco in the P18 block and 
the award of the Ekofisk protective wall to the Dutch-Norwegian contractor 
combination Peconor. The frame of the concrete wall was built in dock 7 of 
Verolme Botlek.

Together with Statoil Netherlands, IRO gave a presentation in Wassenaar 
about the Norwegian Sleipner project.

On October 4, Mr. C. van Veen said goodbye as chairman of the board. Vice 
chairman J. Groenendijk succeeded him. 

 1989 

This year started again with a seminar organized with Statoil Netherlands. 
This time it concerned the Zeepipe project, a gas export pipeline of 830 
kilometers.

A NOGAT presentation was organized in Den Helder, attracting more than 
300 interested parties. This project involved the construction of the 260 km 
long gas transport pipeline from the F3 block to the terminal in Den Helder.

Grootint was commissioned by Norsk Hydro to build a process module for 
the second phase of the Oseberg project and Heerema was awarded the 
order to build the Hod platform. In October, Grootint received another 
Norwegian assignment. This time from Statoil for building a module  
for the Sleipner A platform. All these assignments caused a lot of  
unrest in Norway itself.

At the end of September, NAM opened a new head office in Assen.

 1990 

This year was a top year with investments in the Dutch sector that would 
exceed 2 billion guilders.

The Holland Offshore trade fair took place again on 13 and 14 March.

In April, office director ir. C. van den Burgt left IRO. He was succeeded by  
ir. J.P. (Philip) van Rijn.
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Wijsmuller Transport and Dock Express were merged into one company, 
Dockwise.

 1994 

IRO signed a contract with the European Commission to provide services as 
an official and independent Organization for the Promotion of Energy 
Technology (OPET).

Together with NOGEPA, IRO introduced an E&P Questionnaire, with the aim 
of reducing the number of operator audits. The safety manual introduced by 
NOGEPA was also evaluated.

The three-day IRO-Holland Offshore conference with the theme  
‘The Upstream Challenge’ took place in the RAI.

The industry reported that a large number of orders from the Netherlands 
and abroad had been won.

The government reached agreement with NAM, Elf Petroland and Mobil about 
the exploration and production of gas under the Wadden Sea. For five years, 
it was mainly deviated drilling that could be done.

 1995 

IRO chairman Kramer reported that light was once again visible at the end of 
the tunnel. There was an upward trend and the use of oil rigs in the North 
Sea turned out to increase sharply again.

The 9th concession round started in April. Appropriate measures were 
necessary to keep operators interested. At the insistence of NOGEPA, the 
Ministry of Economic Affairs announced that oil companies were free to 
write off new investments. 

 1996 

The intensive lobbying towards the government turned out to have a positive 
effect on exploration and exploitation activities on the DCS.

The implementation of the Working Hours Act turned out to cause problems 
for two consecutive weeks of work offshore. IRO successfully asked the 
Ministry of Social Affairs and Employment to postpone the implementation 
of this law.

Office director Ellen Lastdrager-van der Woude left IRO in December.  
Drs. Robert Rosen Jacobson succeeded her.

 1997 

In March, the IRO board presented a Strategic Plan for the years 1998-
1999. An important part was streamlining the internal organization and 
improving the service provision to members.

A contribution increase was implemented for the first time in six years.
In July, NOGEPA published the new training manual that was developed in 
collaboration with the training institutes. This resulted in the establishment 
of the IRO Safety and Training Group (ISTG).

The North Sea was bustling with activity and the Dutch contractors fully 
benefited from this.

 1998 

As far as the political agenda was concerned, IRO kept a finger on the pulse 
with regard to the structure of the new Mining Act. This was to replace all 
existing rules and regulations.

Dark clouds began to gather in the sector again. The oil price fell to USD 10 
a barrel. Result: hardly any investments.

Despite the downward spiral, the Dutch suppliers continued to carry out 
special projects. And various construction orders for platforms were placed.

 1999 

NAM discontinued its entire drilling program.

The financial restructuring of IRO 
was finally completed. Operation of 
the internal organization was further 
optimized.

The popular Member Meet Members 
(LOL) networking events were 
introduced.

Partly at the insistence of IRO, 
Minister of Economic Affairs 
Jorritsma announced a number of 
measures to reduce the tax burden 
in order to stimulate exploration 

www.huismanequipment.com
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activities in the Dutch sector of the North Sea. The most important of these 
was the decision that EBN would now also participate in the exploration 
phase on behalf of the government.

The First Point Assessment Limited (FPAL) was set up in England. This was a 
database of companies that provide products and services to the oil and gas 
industry. Operators only concluded contracts with companies that were 
listed in the FPAL system.

Striking news from the sector came in particular from Suction Pile 
Technology (SPT). It involved the introduction of a self-installing platform 
for developing marginal fields that could be founded in the seabed with 
suction anchors.

 2000 

This year is characterized by a slow rise in world oil prices.

NAM decided to resume its drilling program on the DCS.

IRO participation in trade missions, international fairs and seminars 
continued unabated.

The Strategic Plan 2001-2002 was presented to the members.

Ir. Hans de Boer succeeded Robert Rosen Jacobson as interim manager.

Ruud Liem started working as manager for export & studies of innovative 
technologies.

 2001 

For IRO it was all about the 30th anniversary.

Interim manager Hans de Boer was officially appointed director on 
1 February.

IRO gave high priority to communication with individual member.

2002 

Start of development of offshore wind farms. At the request of the members, 
IRO organized a seminar on offshore wind energy.

Establishment of IRO Offshore Wind Energy Group.

The House of Representatives passed a motion to ban gas extraction in 
the Wadden area.

IRO organized a trade mission to Scotland together with EVD.

 2003 

As of January 1 this year, the tax options for arbitrary depreciation of 
investments on the Dutch Continental Shelf were abolished. IRO was 
strongly against this.

The new Mining Act also entered into force on the same date. 

Activities in the Dutch Continental Shelf continued to decline. NAM and Shell 
set up a new partnership under the name ONEgas, in which all activities in 
the British and Dutch southern part of the North Sea were brought together.

IRO was appointed official representative of FPAL.

IRO decided to organize participation in international trade fairs entirely by 
itself and no longer with NCH.

Dockwise announced that the Blue Martin will be converted by Hyundai into 
the largest heavy-load vessel in the world.

It was decided to install a 100-kilometer-long gas export pipeline from the 
Danish Tyra field to the NOGAT pipeline.
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It was also announced that a 235-kilometer-long gas pipeline would be 
constructed between Bacton in England and the Balgzandpolder near  
Den Helder. This was called the BBL leadership.

2004 

Due to the rising oil prices, the offshore activities picked up again.  
Oil companies dared to invest again.

More and more small oil companies started working on the Dutch 
Continental Shelf.

IRO started a consultation with the Ministry of Economic Affairs about plans 
to stimulate the production of natural gas.

E-Connection announced its intention to start construction of the Q7-WP 
offshore wind farm 25 kilometers off the coast of IJmuiden.

A report by the Meijer Committee showed that, under certain conditions,  
gas extraction in the Wadden Sea is still feasible.

Dockwise reported that the Blue Martin had set a world record transporting 
the 60,000 ton Thunder Horse platform from South Korea to the Gulf of Mexico.

 2005 

This year, too, the recovery in the sector continued unabated. Most of the 
work for the Dutch suppliers came from outside Western Europe.

IRO decided to cancel its membership of EUROGIF. Reason: no new EU funds.
Interest remained unprecedented for the ‘Oil and Gas from the Source’ 
course.

BAM Steel Structures was taken over by the Rijndijk Group. The company 
continued as HSM Steel Structures. Hertel took over CKT Projects and 
Chevron did the same with Unocal

 2006 

In the 35th year of IRO's life, activities on the Dutch Continental Shelf 
increased again.

The IRO Award of Excellence was presented for the first time. The honor fell 
to Joop Roodenburg, director of Huisman-Itrec.

The IRO Personnel Services Group (IPSG) was launched.

Some orders again trickled in from the Dutch platform builders and NAM 
was officially told that it could extract gas from the Wadden Sea.

Heerema set a new record by laying eighteen anchor piles, each weighing 
180 tons, in 2,442 meters of deep water in the seabed of the Gulf of Mexico.

The number of IRO members passed 300

 2007 

The LOL (Members Meet Members) meetings remained extremely popular.

The Ministry of Economic Affairs awarded an amount of 39.5 million euros  
to the maritime sector for the development of innovative technologies.  
IRO submitted proposals.

Allseas announced that it would build the Pioneering Spirit and Van Oord 

Blue Offshore, Eager.one,
KenzFigee and Selmers
congratulate IRO on its

50th
ANNIVERSARY

Looking forward to many more
years of cooperation.



commissioned a Chinese yard to build the largest fallpipe vessel in the world.
IHC Holland transferred the multifunctional offshore support vessels Seven 
Oceans and Seven Seas to Subsea 7.  Both were equipped by Huisman-Itrec 
with innovative pipe-laying equipment.

2008 

IRO course ‘Oil and Gas from the Source’ was taught fourteen times.

Despite the fact that the Netherlands again faced an emerging recession 
in the second half of the year, it was still possible to look back on 
a reasonable year.

Heerema was commissioned to remove and recycle nine platforms from 
the Norwegian Ekofisk field. HMC received the largest order in its history 
from BP. There was $ 1 billion in installation work to be done off the coast 
of Angola.

The oil price reached a record amount of nearly $ 150 per barrel.

The renovated and widened Nieuwediepkade in Den Helder was completed. 
This gave the SNS Pool's supply fleet more scope.

The first edition of the Offshore Energy trade fair, organized by Navingo, 
took place in Den Helder.

The number of IRO members rose to 360.

 2009 

The IRO Innovation Prize went to Harry Kok, director of Spirit IT. He 
developed a computer for measuring oil and gas flows in pipelines.

Jaap den Ouden, founder and co-owner of Mercon Steel Structures, received 
the IRO Award of Excellence.

In Kuala Lumpur, IRO signed a MoU with the Malaysian Oil and Gas Services 
Council with the aim of building a strategic business relationship between 
the service providers in both countries.

IRO membership had risen again: 386.

 2010 

A seminar was organized on platform dismantling and during the OTC in 
Houston, IRO signed a cooperation agreement with Decom North Sea.

The oil spill involving the Deepwater Horizon and the Macondo well in the 
Gulf of Mexico has been quite a stir this year.

Allseas awarded the construction contract for the Pioneering Spirit to the 
Daewoo yard in South Korea. Heerema placed a construction order for a 
monohull deep-water construction vessel at the same yard. Dockwise 
announced that it is building a Type O super heavy lifter.

Minister of Economic Affairs M. van den Hoeven announced that he would be 
taking tax measures to ensure that fields on the DCS could also be exploited 
with gas that was difficult to extract.

At the end of the year, the membership was 401.

46 47

O C E A N  E N E R G Y  R E S O U R C E S   3  |  2 0 2 1 HALF-CENTURY 

IN A NUTSHELL

 2011 

The offshore wind industry is increasingly emerging. Large contractors are 
increasingly targeting this industry.

The first issue of Offshore Holland was issued during 
the OTC in Houston. The aim of the magazine is to 
contribute to a positive image and to position the 
Netherlands as an innovative and resourceful partner 
country.

Dutch suppliers realized more turnover than expected.

In September it was announced that IRO chairman Gert-Jan Kramer will  
step down and will be succeeded by Peter van Oord, CEO of Van Oord,  
on 1 January 2012.

In October, the Offshore Energy trade fair was held for the first time in  
RAI Amsterdam.

   IRO celebrated 40th anniversary with  
a seminar and gala dinner 
in De Fabrique  
in Utrecht.

 2012 
 

      Hans de Boer stepped down  
on 1 January. His position  
has been taken over by  
Sander Vergroesen.

The Continental Plan Social 
Insurance Act came into effect.

In March FME-CWM organized 
an offshore wind mission to 
Hamburg, Germany with the 
support of IRO.

IHC Merwede books orders for 
three pipelayers.

The offshore wind sector 
provided a lot of construction 
work.

In September, IRO organized a successful oil and gas mission to Aberdeen, 
Scotland.

Damen introduced the very first 
hybrid ASD tug.

 2013 

Eneco announced that it will work with Mitsubishi to build Luchterduinen 
wind farm off the coast of Noordwijk / Zandvoort. Planning to start 
construction: July 2014.

 The trade magazine Offshore Visie, which 
collaborates with IRO, has been in existence for 
30 years.

Biglift and Rolldock join forces in modular cargo 
market.

Jo Peters, Secretary_General of NOGEPA, calls for more openness and 
transparency. In his view, gas can speed up the energy transition 
considerably.

 
 The Dutch platform builders 
manage to hold their own 
reasonably well. A boost was 
the order from GDF Suez E&P 
for the construction of no 
fewer than three platforms. 

The offshore wind sector 
provided more and more 
work.
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NAM chose Wagenborg to support offshore 
operations for the next ten years. For this, 
a special W2W ship was ordered from 
Niestern Sander in Delfzijn. Dockwise 
safely transported mega sized ETLP hull 
from South Korea to Corpus Christi, USA. 
And Heerema installed the largest offshore 
wind platform in the German North Sea.

 

 2014  

Rene Peters, director of gas technology at TNO Energy, indicates that the 
end of the Netherlands as a gas producer is in sight. Another ten years then 
it will be over, he says.

During the OTC in Houston, Huisman will present a completely new vessel 
for drilling work in ultra-deep water. There is great interest in this 
innovation.

SodM said goodbye to Inspector General J.W. de Jong (L) with royal honor.  
He was succeeded by Drs. H.A.J.M. (Harry) van der Meijden (R).

The 2014 Energy Agreement focuses on a strong growth in energy 
generation from renewable sources, such as onshore wind, offshore wind 
and local generation with solar energy.

Breman Offshore delivered a 
monopile gripper frame on board Van 
Oord's Aeolus. DEME Offshore 
successfully completed the first 
landfall project in Venezuela. And 
shipping companies operating in the 
top segment of heavy-load transport 
looked back on a good year.

 2015 

On Thursday, April 9, 400 privileged IRO members were allowed to visit on 
board the Pioneering Spirit. It turned out to be an impressive meeting

Wintershall's unmanned mini-platform L6-B first started producing natural 
gas on the DCS.

Dordrecht-based Van Aalst Group introduced a new motion compensated 
gangway system under the brand name Safeway.

    With the sail away on 
Friday 19 June Gina 
Krog, the largest 
launch jacket ever 
built by Vlissingen 
yard of Heerema 
Fabrication Group, 
was ready 
for installation on 
the field in the 
Norwegian part
of the North Sea.

http://www.vanoord.com
http://www.boskalis.com
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 2016 

It was announced that more than $ 200 billion worth of projects in the 
sector had already been canceled or postponed due to an ever-declining 
oil price. 

In February, the first of 150 wind turbines was installed in the 
Gemini Wind Farm.

OOS International confirmed it has signed a fixed contract for the 
engineering and construction of two new build semi-submersible crane 
vessels (SSCV), named OOS Serooskerke and OOS Walcheren.

The Pioneering Spirit 
successfully executed 
her maiden heavy lift 
project, being the 
removal of the 13,500t 
Yme MOPU.

Secretary-General Jo Peters of NOGEPA predicted: "In 2050, Dutch natural 
gas reserves will be largely exhausted."

IRO celebrated 45th anniversary in the Hulstkamp building in Rotterdam. 
Chairman Pieter van Oord spoke about a challenging future for the IRO 
members.

Oranje-Nassau Energy started production from P11-E satellite platform. The 
new concept enabled ONE to economically develop two marginal fields.
In view of market developments, IRO adapted its name: Association of Dutch 
Suppliers in the Oil and Gas Industry and Offshore Renewable Industry.

 2017 

Huisman introduces an extremely 
lightweight type of newspaper 
developed for the maintenance of 
offshore wind turbines, the Foldable 
Offshore Crane.

Together with NWEA, IRO played an 
active role in setting up Dutch 
Village, a concept aimed at improving 
the IRO profile and the presence at 
international wind trade fairs.

At OTC 2017, Vryhof Anchors launched the revolutionary STEVSHARK®REX, 
a drag-embedment anchor with radical new fluke and shank geometries.

TenneT took on HSM Offshore and Iv-Oil & Gas for the Borssele Alpha 
offshore transformer station.

The unmanned gas platform L13-FL-1 was successfully installed in the 
middle of this year. The platform generates energy itself in the middle of 
wind turbines and solar panels.

Damen finalized Keppel Verolme takeover. 

OOS International from Vlissingen signed a MoU for the basic design and 
construction of the largest SSCV in the world, the OOS Zeelandia. 

 2018 

Han Heilig, publisher and editor-in-chief 
of Offshore Visie, announced that the 
magazine will henceforth be called Ocean 
Energy Resources.

In March the first edition of the digital 
newsletter Ocean Energy Resources 
was launched.

Minister Wiebes of Economic Affairs 
announced that Dutch gas from small fields 
is the cleanest, most efficient and safest 
way to facilitate the energy transition. Gas 
from small fields is preferred to gas imports.

The trailblazing cable laying vessel Living Stone of DEME Offshore entered 
service and headed straight for the Hornsea Project One Offshore wind farm.

In the second half of the year,  
Mel Kroon stepped down as CEO  
of TenneT after 16 years.

The Pioneering Spirit successfully 
installed 22,000t platform topsides for 
Equinor’s Johan Sverdrup.

 

Heerema decided to quit two of its yard, Zwijndrecht and Hartlepool. 

 2019 

Trade mission Wind to Bremerhaven was a great success. Majesty King 
Willem-Alexander and Her Majesty Queen Maxima attended part of the 
program.
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IRO launched its new website and moved to a brand new office on the 14th 
floor in the Willemswerf building at Rotterdam!

Neptune Energy was selected to participate in a pioneering ‘power-to-gas’ 
pilot project to create the first offshore hydrogen plant in the Dutch sector 
of the North Sea.

Neptune Energy was awarded an exploration permit for block F5 in the Dutch 
sector of the North Sea.

Jo Peters, NOGEPA, and Minister Eric Wiebes of Economic Affairs and 
Climate have signed a covenant in which the Dutch offshore oil and gas 
industry pledged to halve methane emissions within two years. Gas will be 
part of the energy transition for many years to come.

Lex de Groot, managing director of Neptune 
Energy, now the largest gas producer in the 
Netherlands, announced substantial 
investments for new drilling on the DCS.

 2020 

At the beginning of this year, IRO changed its name again. The new official 
name is IRO - The Association of Dutch Suppliers in the Offshore Energy 
Industry.

The first online version of Ocean Energy Resources has been released. 
The magazine is no longer distributed in print.

 

Shell and Gasunie announced their plans to build the largest hydrogen plant 
in Europe in Eemshaven in Groningen. A big step in the energy transition.

Breman Offshore delivered a unique subsea drilling template to Van Oord for 
a project in France.

The Covid crisis has caused major turmoil in the global energy sector, with 
fossil fuels experiencing significant plunges in demand and investment. 
Renewable power technologies are defying the difficulties caused by the 
pandemic with a record increase in new capacity.

Delivering solutions for your 
offshore wind projects

Seaway 7 is a global leader in the delivery of bottom-fixed offshore 
wind farm solutions, committed to contributing to an efficient and 
sustainable energy supply for the future.

www.seaway7.com

30+
Renewable 

projects

800+
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1,100+
cables 

30+
substations 2,400+
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GW 
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supported
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Raystad Energy said that cost improvements for renewables compared to 
fossil fuels will be much better.

CrossWind announced that it is going to build and operate the third 
unsubsidized wind farm in the North Sea.

IRO became a member of VNO-NCW on 1 May. 
An important step to be heard and supported even 
better in the future.

Crane giant Sleipnir completed the last of the 20 planned lifts in the Tyra 
Wellhead and Riser Removal Campaign in the North Sea.

Blauwwind achieved First Power on the Borssele III / IV windfarm in the 
Dutch North Sea.

Goldman Sachs predicted that green hydrogen will become a $ 12-trillion 
market by 2050.

Start of the Young Energy Officers program, a new initiative in which twelve 
young professionals from the Dutch oil and gas sector participate.

For the first time in its existence, the General Members Meeting of IRO took 
place online. 

 2021 

IRO celebrates its 50th anniversary.

IRO counts now 381 members.
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nov.com/gustomsc

We congratulate  
IRO on reaching  
the big

Looking forward to the next 
50 years of IRO supporting the 
Dutch offshore energy industry!

Huisman will replace the Sea Installer's current 
900mt crane with a 1,600mt LEC, increasing the 
lifting capacity by 700mt, yet with a limited weight 
impact on the vessel. 

Huisman LEC cranes are characterised by their 
lightweight, yet robust crane designs, with a high 
level of reliability, positioning accuracy and energy 
efficiency. The new LEC has a 140m long boom, 
capable of reaching close to 160 metres above 
main deck, making this Huisman crane ideal for 
the construction of tomorrow’s offshore wind farms. 
The crane will be delivered to DEME from the 
Huisman facility in Schiedam, the Netherlands.

David Roodenburg, CEO of Huisman: “We are very 
proud to have been awarded this contract by DEME, 
and are thankful for the trust placed in Huisman to 
replace the existing crane. This upgrade underlines 
our shared ambition to use our knowledge and expertise 
to install the next generation of wind turbines 
as efficiently as possible. We look forward to help 
maximising the Sea Installer’s performance 
on the prestigious Vineyard project in the US.”

Huisman, the worldwide provider of step 

changing technical solutions, has been awarded 

a contract from DEME for the delivery of 

a 1,600mt Leg Encircling Crane (LEC), to 

increase the lifting capacity of DEME’s 

jack-up vessel Sea Installer by 700mt.

Major upgrade DEME’s Sea Installer

HUISMAN DELIVERS LEG ENCIRCLING CRANE 

http://www.nov.com/gustomsc


59

In this edition, we look forward to an event where people can meet 
each other in real life again. Because of the vaccination programmes 
around the globe, some COVID-19 restrictions are lifted and we are 
returning to a situation where people can go out and meet face-to-face. 
Of course, our priority is to ensure connection in a safe way to make 
sure the event follows the up-to-date Corona regulations. 

During OEEC, expect two content packed days of industry insights, 
network opportunities and business meetings with like-minded peers. 
In the content programme experts talk about, among others, the 
different facets of the energy transition. The content programme 
offers many different elements.

There are numerous formats to facilitate networking at the event. 
For example, with the Matchmaking programme, it is possible to get to 
know each other and to share knowledge about various topics related to 
offshore energy. For this programme we use a platform that caters both 
1-on-1 meetings and round table sessions. All registrants to the event 
can participate in the matchmaking programme online and onsite.  

Furthermore, get inspired during the Talk Shows, where experts will 
provide strategic visions and business intelligence that are of interest 
for the whole offshore energy community. Two talk shows will run on 
the 26th of October, namely: ‘An Energy Mix Demands Collaboration’ 
and ‘A Changing Industry Means Changing People’. 

On the 27th of October, the talks shows ‘Renewables Are Not the Only 
Solution’ and ‘Energy Transition; Who Leads the Dance?’ will take 
place. Here, experts in the field will touch upon subjects such as: 
energy transition, collaboration in the energy sector, implications 
of the energy transition on a societal, economic and political level.

Front runners, game changers and analysts will share their unique 
views during the Energy Talks. Fresh ideas and inspirational insights 
that have a connection with the offshore energy sector are presented 
during a talk. Six thinkers and doers will each take the stage. 
The Energy Talks are recorded before a live audience and will 
be broadcasted live during the event. During OEEC 2021 
a live show is recorded from ‘The Studio’ on the exhibition floor.

Sessions can be attended live from RAI Amsterdam as well as  

online via the broadcasted stream on the online event platform. 

We look forward to seeing you at OEEC 2021!
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OEEC 2021  

On the 26th and 27th of October 2021 the Offshore Energy Exhibition and 

Conference (OEEC) takes place in the RAI Amsterdam. The event is a great 

opportunity to reach business leaders, experts and professionals in 

the maritime and offshore energy industry. 

Meet each other 
in real life again



Sea trials Fast Crew 
Supplier completed

DAMEN’S REVOLUTIONARY FCS 7011

After five years of market consultation, 
research, design, engineering and construction, 
the first of Damen’s ground-breaking Fast Crew 
Supplier (FCS) 7011 class has completed its sea 

trials off the Turkish coast and is set to begin 
the passage to the Netherlands. The offshore energy 

market and prospective customers will soon 
be able to experience the comfort and 
capabilities of the 74-metre, 40 knot, 

122-passenger, crew change vessel.

The project is co-owned by Macquarie's Green Investment Group 
The FCS 7011, in combination with the latest Ampelmann walk-to-work 
system, represents the very latest in marine access thinking, having been 
developed in consultation with the offshore energy industry and leading 
maritime research institutes. Its goal is to meet the challenges presented 
by the unpredictability of the price of oil and increasingly competitive 
renewable energy. 

The business case is based on its ability to transfer much larger numbers 
of personnel for longer distances at higher speeds. This opens the door to 
moving away from day-rate structures towards a pay per journey model and, 
potentially, vessel sharing, whereby multiple offshore installations can be 
served in a single round trip, thereby delivering substantial savings in 
both time and operational costs.

On arrival in the Netherlands, the gangway system will be installed, 
making the FCS 7011 ready for fully-integrated, proof of concept  
trials in the North Sea. 

60 61

 congratulates                    IRO with its 
50 year anniversary

     Read more about our projects

vanoord.com

Van Oord

http://www.vanoord.com


IRO

BOOMPJES 40 (WILLEMSWERF) 

13TH FLOOR

3011 XB  ROTTERDAM

P.O. BOX 390

3000 AJ  ROTTERDAM

T: +31 793411981

E: INFO@IRO.NL 

I: WWW.IRO.NL 

DEZE PAGINA’S BEVATTEN NIEUWS 

VAN VAN IRO - 

BRANCHEVERENIGING 

VOOR DE NEDERLANDSE 

TOELEVERANCIERS IN 

DE OFFSHORE ENERGIE 

INDUSTRIE EN HAAR LEDEN.

GENOEMDE ACTIVITEITEN ZULLEN  

ALLEEN DOORGANG VINDEN BIJ  

VOLDOENDE BELANGSTELLING  

VANUIT DE LEDEN.

HEEFT U INTERESSE IN DEELNAME

OF VRAGEN OVER: 

>  BEURZEN NEEM CONTACT OP  

MET JEROEN TRESFON, J.TRESFON@IRO.NL 

>  HANDELSMISSIES NEEM CONTACT OP 

MET TJERK SUURENBROEK,  

T.SUURENBROEK@IRO.NL

>  CURSUSSEN NEEM CONTACT  

OP MET BARBARA VAN BUCHEM,  

B.VANBUCHEM@IRO.NL 

>  OVERIGE ZAKEN NEEM CONTACT OP 

MET IRO, VIA INFO@IRO.NL  

OF TELEFOONNUMMER 079-3411981.

Nog 6 weken te gaan tot het 50-jarig IRO jubileum! Noteer vrijdag 26 november in je agenda voor een  
onvergetelijk feest. Om je alvast een idee te geven wat je kunt verwachten:

In 50 jaar tijd is niet alleen de offshore-industrie maar ook IRO sterk veranderd. Een mooie illustratie daarvan 

biedt de vergelijking van het logo uit 1971 met het huidige logo. 

Het begon met een sierlijk zeepaardje, dat symboliseerde hoe IRO zich bezighield met alles wat viel onder Oceanologie 

(waar de letter O in de afkorting IRO voor staat). Dat varieerde van zeemijnbouw tot voedselwinning uit zee, afvallozing 

en recreatie. 

In praktijk hield IRO zich echter vooral bezig met de belangen van toeleveranciers aan de offshore olie- en gasindustrie. 

In 1991 werd daarom een logo ontworpen dat de breedte van de achterban symboliseerde: robuuste letters waarbij 

zwart stond voor staal, grijs voor beton en de groene kleur voor land werd door een strook bagger gescheiden van het 

blauwe water. 

Hoe het lieflijke zeepaardje transformeerde tot de stoere letter en hoe IRO zich sinds 1991 ontwikkelde, is te lezen in 

het boek Wagen en Winnen dat ter gelegenheid van 50 jaar IRO in november zal verschijnen.

 

SAVE THE DATE: IRO 50-JARIG JUBILEUM

IRO 50 JAAR: WIST JE DAT…IRO LOGO

Locatie:
Fokker Terminal in Den Haag
15.00 uur inloop 
16.00 uur aanvang programma

Programma:
•  Het thema van dit jubileum is ‘Embracing the energy transition’ met een plenair gedeelte en een diversiteit aan  

inspirerende sessies met enthousiaste sprekers
• Presentatie jubileumboek ‘Wagen en Winnen, de Nederlandse offshore-industrie. Pionier in energietransitie’ 
• Walking dinner met de uitreiking van de Award of Excellence en Best Mentor Award.
• Swingende deuntjes.

Let’s celebrate the future!

“Embracing the energy transition – The Dutch 

approach”, het thema tijdens de online 

landensessie van OTC 2021, georganiseerd 

door IRO. Deze sessie belicht de roadmap  

die Nederland heeft uitgezet naar een  

toekomstbestendig duurzaam offshore 

energievoorzieningssysteem. Bekijk hier de  

volledige uitzending of de presentaties per spreker.

OTC AROUND THE WORLD 

– THE NETHERLANDS 2021

Hoe ben je in offshore branche terecht gekomen? 

“Het was min of meer toevallig dat ik in de offshore terecht ben gekomen. Alhoewel… bestaat toeval? Indertijd was ik werkzaam  

als jachtmakelaar (in mijn vrije tijd nog steeds) en 4 januari 2010 startte ik bij Navingo om daar een nieuwe makelaardij in  

superjachten op te zetten, gekoppeld aan het bestaande superjacht-crewing bedrijfje dat zij al hadden.

De bankencrisis waar we toen midden in zaten, maakte dat een heel lastige klus, dus van meet af aan hield ik mij naast de  

jachtmakelaardij ook bezig met de Offshore WIND producten, wat ik vervolgens 11 jaar met heel veel plezier heb gedaan.  

Dat de offshore-appel niet ver van de boom valt, komt waarschijnlijk omdat mijn vader begin 70’er jaren voor de  

NOC kaptein was op de ‘Orca’, één van de eerste Nederlandse offshore kraanschepen.”

Wat is je leukste herinnering aan IRO en waarom?

“13 januari 2010, net anderhalve week in dienst maakte ik kennis met IRO, en hoe!

Door mijn kersverse collega’s werd ik meegenomen naar de IRO nieuwjaarsreceptie, dat jaar in het Hulstkampgebouw aan de Maas. 

Die avond had ik in één keer de basis voor een netwerk in de offshore industrie. Veel mensen die ik die avond heb leren kennen,  

zijn nog steeds goede contacten en in de jaren daarna is die groep enorm gegroeid. Je begrijpt dat ik sindsdien geen enkele keer de 

nieuwjaarsreceptie heb overgeslagen. Voor mij het beste netwerk-evenement van het jaar.”  

Maak de volgende zin af: ik zou weleens mee willen kijken met… omdat… 

“Ik zou wel eens mee willen kijken op één van de grote kraanschepen tijdens de aanleg van een offshore windpark,  

bijvoorbeeld de Aegir of de Strashnov, omdat ik dan een modern beeld krijg van het werk dat mijn vader 50 jaar geleden deed.”

 

50 JAAR IRO: 
MEDEWERKERS AAN 
HET WOORD

Zonder leden zou IRO niet bestaan, maar evenmin 

zonder een enthousiast team op het IRO kantoor! 

We vroegen onze collega’s hoe ze in de offshore 

branche terecht zijn gekomen en wat hun leukste 

herinnering is aan het werken bij IRO. 

Met dit keer aan het woord Jeroen Tresfon,  

Export & Event Manager.
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OFFSHORE ENERGY, 26 - 27 OKTOBER 2021, AMSTERDAM

Er zijn nog slechts enkele plekken beschikbaar in de IRO/NMT MKB Lounge, dus meld je snel aan! Voor slechts 
E 2375,- heb je een display stand op het NMT paviljoen midden op de beursvloer. Klik hier om je aan te melden.

EUROPOORT, 2 - 5 NOVEMBER 2021, ROTTERDAM

IRO staat hier met een stand.

ADIPEC, 15 - 18 NOVEMBER 2021, ABU DHABI, VAE

IRO verzorgt het Dutch Pavilion tijdens deze grote beurs.

WindEurope, 23 - 25 november 2021, Kopenhagen, Denemarken

Met Wind & Water Works is IRO partner van het Dutch Pavilion.

SPE Offshore Europe, 1 - 4 februari 2022, Aberdeen, Schotland 

Offshore Europe is uitgesteld van september 2021 naar 1 - 4 februari 2022.
Dit heeft als voordeel dat het evenement over de COP26 heen getild is en in het teken staat van 
‘the road to net zero, fueling the energy transition together’. IRO organiseert hier een Dutch Pavilion.
Klik hier voor meer informatie en aanmelden, deadline 31 oktober. 

OTC Asia 2022, 22 - 25 maart 2022, Kuala Lumpur, Maleisië

Voor meer informatie over deelname, neemt contact op met Marjan Lacet van NMT, Lacet@maritimetechnology.nl 

SPE OTC, 2 - 5 mei 2022 Houston, VS

IRO verzorgt het Dutch Pavilion tijdens deze grote beurs.

ONS, 29 augustus - 1 september 2022, Stavanger, Noorwegen

Tijdens ONS is niet alleen de fossiele energiewinning, maar ook de energietransitie/renewables een belangrijk 
thema, mede gezien de investeringen die de Noorse overheid doet.  IRO organiseert een Dutch Pavilion tijdens 
deze beurs.Klik hier voor meer informatie en aanmelden. 

Naast de beurzen waar IRO een Nederlands paviljoen organiseert, hebben wij ook contacten met externe 

partijen omtrent de organisatie van diverse wereldwijde evenementen. Neemt u gerust contact op met 

IRO als u vragen heeft over internationale evenementen die niet in de beurskalender vermeld staan.

Voor meer informatie, raadpleeg www.iro.nl/calendar

BEURSGENOTEERD
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Waar blinken jullie in uit?

“We zijn gespecialiseerd in en worden nauw betrokken bij 

complexe multidisciplinaire projecten in binnen- en buitenland. 

Onze core-business is het vormen van project teams en het 

inzetten van individuele specialisten. Waar wij in onze ogen 

onderscheidend in zijn, zijn de directe korte lijnen en de 

transparante communicatie met zowel de klanten als de 

medewerkers. Daarnaast voelt iedereen zich bij ons echt een 

medewerker van het bedrijf. Vaak is het zo dat wanneer mensen 

op een project werken er geen contact meer is met de organisatie, 

voor ons is het zaak om juist dat contact heel close te houden. 

Wij hebben mensen waar we al heel lang mee werken zodat 

we precies weten wie we waar kunnen plaatsen.” 

Wat trok jullie over de streep om lid te worden?

“Tjerk Suurenbroek ken ik nu al heel wat jaartjes en ik heb 

hem naar de mogelijkheden gevraagd van IRO omdat jullie 

als organisatie heel nauw betrokken zijn in de business. 

We zijn lid geworden in het jaar waarin niet het meeste is 

gebeurd, maar toch weerhield het mij niet om lid te worden. 

De kracht in onze business is ‘ons kent ons’ en het live spreken 

van mensen en dat kan heel goed met het grote netwerk dat 

IRO biedt. Bij de eerstvolgende live events ben ik in ieder 

geval van de partij, dat vind ik erg leuk en leerzaam.” 

Wat hebben jullie de andere leden te bieden? 

“Het gros van de klanten die wij hebben is ook lid van IRO, 

ik laat altijd graag andere mensen vertellen over onze organisatie, 

ook wel positief roddelen. Ik mag mezelf trotse eigenaar van de 

organisatie noemen, maar ik ben nog altijd aan de telefoon 

om zelf mensen te zoeken en te spreken, dus eerstelijns 

contactpersoon. Echt een persoonlijke benadering en daar 

haal ik nog steeds veel voldoening uit. Dat betekent ook dat je 

snel zaken kan doen, omdat er niet nog een laag tussen zit.” 

Hoe bleven jullie zichtbaar tijdens coronatijd?

“In het begin ging het nog best oké, van maart tot juli 2020, 

maar daarna werd iedereen erg voorzichtig. Wij hebben toen ook 

zoveel mogelijk contact gehouden met de organisaties want je 

weet dat het wel weer goed komt. Je moet op zo’n moment 

geduldig zijn. Ik heb ook overwogen om andere segmenten 

te benaderen, maar de tijd die je nodig hebt om te zaaien is 

best intensief en onderaan de streep weet je niet of het iets 

gaat opleveren. Als je dan heel veel energie in iets nieuws steekt 

en de industrie waar je zo van houdt weer op gang komt dan is dat 

zonde. Nu kunnen wij des te sneller schakelen als alles weer op 

gang komt. En persoonlijk contact met onze klant is onze kracht, 

ook juist in deze tijd. We kunnen mensen ook een luisterend oor 

bieden omdat zij zelf ook meer tijd hebben.” 

IRO heeft recentelijk Konnektus als nieuw lid mogen verwelkomen. In een persoonlijk interview met Jeffrey Rynenberg, 

eigenaar, maken wij kennis met Konnektus.

NIEUW LID IN DE SCHIJNWERPERS: KONNEKTUS

mailto:info@iro.nl
http://www.iro.nl
https://c.spotler.com/ct/m1/k1/iu56wafQs2rqPntFZiKA1sA27lDjk_o5zfrcmnJtTRAanIhbU-dHxDroJ4RNWB7mk9-fMxSPH_F6b-d3eqFO1Q/CZ2FZxgHJdLNzea
https://iro.nl/calendar/spe-offshore-europe/
mailto:Lacet@maritimetechnology.nl
file:///C:/Users/default.PRC-LT-01/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/6PHM2L1N/ https/iro.nl/calendar/ons-stavanger
http://www.iro.nl/calendar
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Inhoud cursus

• Cursus voor niet-technische medewerkers of nieuwkomers in de olie- en gasindustrie

• Goed en globaal inzicht in de hele upstream keten van het opsporen tot het verwerken van olie en gas

• Overzicht van het wereldwijde energievraagstuk, waaronder hernieuwbare energie

• De processen en methodes die gebruikt worden voor exploratie, productie, transport en opslag

• Actieve deelname aan de Offshore Experience in het Maritiem Museum Rotterdam

Locatie: 

Maritiem Museum Rotterdam

Kosten: 

€ 525,- excl. BTW Het cursusgeld is inclusief lesmateriaal en lunch.

Voertaal: 

Nederlands (Engels indien Engelstaligen in de cursus)

Tijd: 

08.30 - 17.00 uur

Beschikbare data 2021:  

 • 8 december • 16 maart • 22 juni • 14 september • 1 december 

Check de online IRO kalender voor meer informatie en aanmelden.   (foto: Marco de Swart)

 

        

1-DAAGSE CURSUS  ‘OFFSHORE ENERGIE: 
VAN FOSSIEL TOT RENEWABLE’, 
INCLUSIEF BEZOEK AAN UNIEKE OFFSHORE EXPERIENCE – 
NIEUWE DATA VOOR 2022 GEPLAND!
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IRO KALENDER BEURZEN, MISSIES, 
CURSUSSEN  EN BIJEENKOMSTEN 2021 / 2022

LET OP ! IN VERBAND MET HET CORONA VIRUS KUNNEN
EVENEMENTEN UITGESTELD ZIJN OF AFGEZEGD WORDEN. 

 

 

DE RUITER STAALKABEL     
WWW.DERUITERSTAALKABEL.NL

DE RUITER STAALKABEL is al meer dan 50 
jaar specialist in staalkabels en hijs- en 
heftechnieken voor de O&G, Maritiem, 
Offshore Wind, Havens en Industrie.

INSECURE 
HTTPS://WWW.NSECURE.NL/NL/ 

NSECURE is an IT specialist in access and 
security management. We look at safety, 
compliance and business operations as a 
whole, where innovation never stops. 

Q3 HEAVY LIFT   
WWW.Q3HEAVYLIFT.COM  

Q3 HEAVY LIFT is gespecialiseerd in  
veilige en effectieve oplossingen voor on-  
en offshore tools, equipment en wereldwijde 
logistieke services.

VAN EE STAALSPECIALISTEN 
WWW.VANEESTAAL.NL

VAN EE STAAL is een gerenommeerd  
staalbedrijf dat met gecertificeerde mensen 
en processen werkt aan mooie projecten 
(halffabricaten) met afmetingen van ca.  
30 x 6.5 x 4 mtr. met gewichten tot 20 ton 
(uitzonderingen 30-40 ton).

NIEUWE IRO LEDEN 
STELLEN ZICH VOOR

1 OKTOBER -  

31 MAART DUBAI EXPO  DUBAI, V.A.E.

19 OKTOBER  LEDEN-ONTMOETEN-LEDENBIJEENKOMST BIJ ROTTERDAM 

OFFSHORE GROUP (ROG)  ROTTERDAM

26 - 27 OKTOBER OFFSHORE ENERGY  AMSTERDAM

2 NOVEMBER ALGEMENE LEDENVERGADERING  ROTTERDAM

2 NOVEMBER  BRAZIL NETWORK DAY ROTTERDAM 2021 (EUROPORT) 

ROTTERDAM

2 - 5 NOVEMBER EUROPORT  ROTTERDAM

4 NOVEMBER  ROTTERDAM ENERGY PORT (KORTING VOOR IRO LEDEN) 

ROTTERDAM

15 - 18 NOVEMBER ADIPEC ABU DHABI, V.A.E.

17 - 20 NOVEMBER  CONGRESO MEXICANO DEL PETRÓLEO  MONTERREY, MEXICO

23 - 25 NOVEMBER WINDEUROPE ELECTRIC CITY  COPENHAGEN, DENEMARKEN

26 NOVEMBER JUBILEUMVIERING  DEN HAAG

1 DECEMBER CURSUS OFFSHORE WIND BASICS  DOB ACADEMY, DELFT

7- 9 DECEMBER OIL & GAS ASIA  KUALA LUMPUR, MALEISIË

8 DECEMBER  INTRODUCTIECURSUS ‘OFFSHORE ENERGIE: 

VAN FOSSIEL TOT RENEWABLE’  ROTTERDAM

9 DECEMBER BESTUURSVERGADERING  N.T.B.

2022
  

12 JANUARI NIEUWJAARSRECEPTIE  N.T.B.

1 - 4 FEBRUARI OFFSHORE EUROPE  ABERDEEN, UK

16 MAART  INTRODUCTIECURSUS ‘OFFSHORE ENERGIE:  

VAN FOSSIEL TOT RENEWABLE’  ROTTERDAM

22 MAART  CURSUS OFFSHORE WIND BASICS  DOB ACADEMY, DELFT

22 - 25 MAART OTC ASIA  KUALA LUMPUR, MALEISIË

2 - 5 MEI OTC  HOUSTON, VS

22 JUNI  INTRODUCTIECURSUS ‘OFFSHORE ENERGIE:  

VAN FOSSIEL TOT RENEWABLE’  ROTTERDAM

29 AUG -

1 SEPTEMBER ONS  STAVANGER, NOORWEGEN

14 SEPTEMBER  INTRODUCTIECURSUS ‘OFFSHORE ENERGIE:  

VAN FOSSIEL TOT RENEWABLE’  ROTTERDAM

1 DECEMBER  INTRODUCTIECURSUS ‘OFFSHORE ENERGIE:  

VAN FOSSIEL TOT RENEWABLE’  ROTTERDAM

VOOR DE MEEST ACTUELE INFORMATIE,  

CHECK  DE ONLINE IRO CALENDAR

mailto:info@iro.nl
http://www.iro.nl
http://www.iro.nl/calendar?subject=
http://www.deruiterstaalkabel.nL
https://www.nsecure.nl/nl/  
http://www.q3heavylift.com
http://www.vaneestaal.nl 
https://iro.nl/calendar/category/courses/


BREMAN OFFSHORE
EXTREME PRECISION!

Write to us: Postbus 135, 8280 AC Genemuiden, NL
Give us a call: +31 (0)88 273 62 00
Send us an e-mail: info@breman-machinery.nl

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
IRO! IRO! 

COMING COMING 
TOGETHER TOGETHER 
IS THE IS THE 
BEGINNING. BEGINNING. 
KEEPING KEEPING 
TOGETHER TOGETHER 
IS PROGRESS. IS PROGRESS. 
WORKING WORKING 
TOGETHER TOGETHER 
IS SUCCESS.IS SUCCESS. 

http://breman-machinery.nl

